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Administrative Note:

Governing Board Other Board Officers

From the Desk of the President

Fellow Rangers:

Well, winter, such as it was, is past and its time to wake up from our hibernations and get to work

on all those outdoor projects we’ve been putting off. The past quarter has been relatively slow for

the Association as well. No major activities but the Board has been active in coordinating several

upcoming events this spring and summer. The big one, of course, is the Society of the 1st Infantry

Division reunion in Kansas City where we will celebrate the 100th birthday of our beloved Big Red

One and the United States entry into World War I. The “Great War” is the theme for this year’s

reunion. The Board has been discussing a number of ideas for the Regimental CP activities and

decorations, bur we can always use new and good ideas. If there is something you would like to see

in the CP in terms of activities, etc., I ask you to contact me or one of the other Board members

President

Steven E. Clay

307 North Broadway

Leavenworth, KS 66048

(913) 651-6857

ironranger3@yahoo.com

First Vice President

Bob Hahn

11169 Lake Chapel Lane

Reston, VA 20191-4719
(202) 360-7885

robert.hahn@serco-na.com

with your thoughts. The Association will hold its three-year election at the business meeting during the reunion on

Friday, 28 July. There will be vacancies for 2nd Vice President, Treasurer, and Adjutant. If you are interested in

running for any of the Board positions, please let John Schatzel know no later than 1 June. Finally, this year promises

to be a busy one especially with both the WWI centennial activities and the 50th Anniversary activities of the Vietnam

War. I encourage all Association members to attend as many of the upcoming events and ceremonies as possible. Let’s

do it to remember those Ranger comrade in arms who sacrificed so much so long ago to keep us free.

Semper Paratus! Always Ready!

Steven E. Clay

President

Emeritus & Founding Member

COL (R) Gerald K. Griffin

mailto: pjatlarge@yahoo.com
mailto:pjatlarge@yahoo.com
mailto:ge@yahoo.com
mailto:jschatz82@aol.com
mailto:swamp1sg@aol.com
mailto:tfranger216@yahoo.com
mailto:doubleb@wamego.net
mailto:worgolf@aol.com
mailto:golf@aol.com
mailto:scottrutter@valornetwork.com
mailto:swamp1sg@aol.com
mailto:robert.hahn@serco-na.com
mailto:ironranger3@yahoo.com
mailto:fred.tolson@gmail.com
mailto:ironranger3@yahoo.com
mailto:robert.hahn@serco-na.com


2015 DMOR/HMR Nominations
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From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel

Ralph Kauzlarich

Members be added to our 16th Infantry Regiment rolls. The CG will forward my request to the Chief of

Infantry and we shall receive the fruits of our efforts shortly thereafter. I can honestly say that each member

nominated is truly “distinguished and honorary.” In my almost three years as your Honorary Colonel of the

Regiment, I had not yet seen such a qualified group of individuals as the class that we will invest on the late

afternoon of 29 July, just prior to the 98th Annual Reunion Banquet. Of note, if all goes as planned, we will

invest one General Officer posthumously, two Officers, and seven Non-Commissioned Officers to our

distinguished ranks who have served in five of the six wars our Regiment has fought in since 1941 – WWII,

Vietnam, Desert Storm, Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. As mentioned above, the Iron Rangers of our

1st Battalion will be returning to Fort Riley late this spring. Their actions while forward deployed to South

Korea have been superlative just as we expected. Please continue to keep them and their families in your

thoughts and prayers. We support our own better than anyone else can. And thanks for what you do. There

is no greater Regiment than ours and it is all because of people like you. Until Kansas City… be well, God

Bless, and Semper Paratus!

Ralph L. Kauzlarich

Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired)

Seventh Honorary Colonel

Then and Now

The 1st Field Artillery Brigade started the tradition back in 1919 in Germany.
To the right is the most recent version of the Big Red One “human patch”
formed by the 1st Brigade Combat Team at Camp Humphreys in South Korea.

Dear Fellow Rangers,

I start this note with two challenges! Challenge 1: I challenge all who read this to sit in

front of their computer, go online and visit the website www.1stid.org/reunion.php. At

this site you’ll learn all there is to know about the upcoming Society of the 1st Infantry

Division Reunion that will take place in Kansas City, Missouri from 26 to 30 July 2017.

Challenge 2: Come to the Society of the 1st Infantry Division Reunion! For those

willing and able, I promise a beverage of choice in celebration of our Regiment, the

return of the Iron Rangers from South Korea (and maybe the North too given the world

today), and the investiture of the Class of 2017 Distinguished and Honorary Members

of the Regiment. It will surely be a grand event. Please come! Regarding our Class of

2017 Distinguished and Honorary Members of the Regiment, I just requested that the

Big Red One Commanding General approve 10 Distinguished and five Honorary



Actions Taken By Your Association

January-March 2017

The Governing Board submitted the nominations for 5

DMORs and 4 HMORs to the Honorary Colonel in

January. The results from Fort Benning should be

known by April.

The Governing Board also submitted four individuals for

the Order of St. Maurice for 2017. All four have been

approved by the National Infantry Association.

Almost 200 dues reminder cards were mailed out to

those dastardly recalcitrants who have forgotten to pay

their dues for 2017. Let’s get those dues in boys!

In mid-March, the Board initiated the new “Semper

Paratus awards program designed by John Schatzel to

recognize the actions of Association who contribute

their time and efforts to the enhance the well-being of

the 16th Infantry Regiment and its Association.

The Board has purchased and received two sets of

those campaign streamers earned by the regiment

since the beginning of the Global War on Terror. The

purchase also includes the two new Presidential Unit

Citation streamers awarded to the regiment in 2015 for

actions in WWII. One set of streamers will go on the

Association’s regimental color; the other set is for the

regimental room at Fort Riley.

Effective 15 March 2017, the Association launched a

new website developed by Fred Tolson, the technical

webmaster. The effort also includes a new mass–email

system and a better membership database.

In March, Steve Clay signed a formal agreement with

the French Government’s Department of the Interior to

assist in the development of the Ariethal Forest Project

in Fleville France. The project commemorates the 1st

Division’s accomplishments there during the Meuse-

Argonne Campaign.

TAPS
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David Widner

20 Jul 2016

Salina, KS

C/1-16 IN 1994-96

Phillip Provencher

27 Jan 2015

Manchester, NH

C/16 IN WWII

Association E-Mails

As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail

system to communicate information to our members of

a more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for the

Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65 percent

of our members have provided us an e-mail address

with which to communicate with them on these

messages. If you wish to receive these notices please

provide your e-mail address to

steven.clay@16thinfassn.org

Note: sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses 

block these e-mails and will not work.

Governing Board Elections 2017

The Association Constitution calls for the election of

Governing Board officers every three years. The

last election was in June 2014 so we are now due

for another. The current slate of candidates for the

various Board positions are:

Position Candidate Status

President Steve Clay Incumbent

First VP Bob Hahn Incumbent

Second VP Vacancy

Treasurer Vacancy

Adjutant Erik Anthes New candidate

Phil Hall, John Schatzel, and Doug Meeks will not

be running for office this year though all will remain

active in the Association. Erik Anthes has thrown

his hat in the ring to fill the adjutant position. If you

would like to run for one of these positions, please

contact the current adjutant, John Schatzel, before

1 June to have your name entered on the ballot.

John can be contacted at: (913) 684-2146 or

jschatz82@aol.com

Regimental Streamers

The Governing Board has recently purchased the

missing campaign streamers for the Association’s

regimental color. The purchase also included those

streamers missing from the displays in the Regimental

Room at the 1st Battalion headquarters. A big ‘thank

you’ goes out to John Copeland (who purchased the

Gettysburg streamer) and Doug Meeks (a PUC

streamer) for donations to purchase several of the

streamers for the Regimental Room.

Jess Weiss

Oct 2016

Jericho, NY

E/16 IN WWII

William Leone

6 Jun 2016

Bristol, PA

A/2-16 IN VN

mailto:steven.clay@16thinfassn.org
mailto:jschatz82@aol.com
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Signs that the Rangers Were There 

In the January DD there was page of pictures of the

various unit signs that elements of the regiment

have used to let people know who lives there. The

editor received several responses from folks who

served at those locations but nobody guessed all of

them. We promised a listing of the images in this

issue in case you couldn’t figure out where they all

were. They are listed below.

1. Fort Benning, GA 1939

2. PX, Fort Devens, MA 1941

3. Pinder Barracks, Germany, 1949

4. Glasenbach Kaserne, Austria, 1947

5. Berlin, Germany 1948

6. Camp Funston, Fort Riley, KS 1955

7. Lai Khe, RVN, 1966

8. Di An, RVN, 1968

9. Camp Bearcat, RVN, 1966

10. FSB Dakota, RVN, 1970

11. Lai Khe, RVN, 1967

12. Di An, RVN, 1967

13. Lai Khe, RVN, 1969

14. FSB Riley, RVN, 1969

15. Camp Ranger, RVN, 1965

16. Camp Lemmonier, Djibouti, 2014

17. Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, 2014

20 Years Ago, Arthur S. Tozar, R.I.P.

Art Tozar in World War II
A 16th Infantry Regiment Association 

“Founding Father”

I recently received an e-mail from Russell Tozar

the son of Arthur S. Tozar. His message

prompted me to share a story about our

Association that most of our members don’t

know. Art Tozar was a medic with the 2nd

Battalion in World War II. After the war, Art took

it upon himself to stay in contact with as many

men who served in the 16th Infantry during the

war as possible. Over the years he compiled a

list of almost 1,000 names and addresses and

every year he sent Christmas cards to all of

them, and other cards to many for birthdays,

‘get well’ events, and other occasions. Russell

recalled that when he asked Art what he would

like for his birthday or Christmas all he ever

asked for was stamps. “He did all of this with

his own money,” Russell said. “He never would

ask anyone for any money or help.” Nothing

was more important to Art than keeping up with

his Ranger buddies. Art’s list of names later

formed the basis of the 16th Infantry Regiment

Association. Jerry Griffin, John Finke and

Roger Seymour used the list to recruit

hundreds of WWII vets into the Association in

the late 1980s to begin our organization.

Russell donated the original list of 16th

Infantrymen after Art passed away in 1997.

Russell thought that the 20th anniversary of

Arts death would be a good time to remember

him. It is also a good time to publicly recognize

Art once again for the critical role he played in

forming our Association.

Major Chris Brautigam

MAJ Chris Brautigam (c) stands with officers of US Army Central 

Command and members of the Sumter Chamber of Commerce.

In February, MAJ Chris Brautigam was selected by the

Chamber of Commerce of Sumter, SC, as the 2016

Military Citizen of the Year for the myriad community

service events and projects in which he participates.

Many of you will recall that Chris served as the

commander of D/2-16 IN during 2007-2008. He is now

stationed with US Army Central Command/Third Army

at Shaw AFB, SC.
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Odds and Ends

Ranger Nelden Herron served with the Flame Thrower

Platoon in Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 16th

Infantry in Vietnam, 1969-1970. These photos are the

results of his efforts to pay homage to those who

served with his unit during the war. It consists of a

HMMWV with various regimental and division insignia,

and American flag, lots of impressive flame, and

reproduced images from Nelden’s tour in Vietnam. The

vehicle is a rolling tribute to the Iron Rangers in

Vietnam. Very nice!

Tribute to Flame Thrower Platoon 
1-16 Infantry, Vietnam 1969-70

Several years ago, Pete Lypka, who served with the

16th Infantry throughout WWII, informed Andrew

Woods of the 1st Infantry Division Museum at Cantigny

that there were still 11 soldiers of Company G who were

missing in action from the fighting on Hill 727 (“Conical

Hill”) in the Ousseltia Valley in Tunisia. They had

disappeared during the fighting there on 31 January

1943. Pete believed that the Germans probably buried

them somewhere on the hill after it was captured by

elements of the 334th Grenadier Division. Andrew

contacted Matthew Kristoff of the Defense POW/MIA

Accounting Agency informing him of the possibility.

Kristoff believed that there was enough information

provided from Pete and Andrew to justify a field

investigation to Tunisia. Andrew was scheduled to go

on the investigation in 2011, but it was postponed due

to the internal political rumblings in Tunisia at the time.

Max Poorthuis and the 16th Infantry Regiment Historical

Society also became in involved recently and are busy

searching for any documents, letters, diaries, and other

records that may shed light on the whereabouts of the

G Company soldiers. Now that things appear to be

settling down in Tunisia, Andrew anticipates that the

expedition to Hill 727 will be placed on the schedule by

the DOD POW/MIA AA again sometime soon. It would

be nice to bring those boys home.

Cantigny and Historical Society 
Help With MIA Hunt

Max Poorthuis Andrew Woods
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From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6

in the snow with temperatures at or near zero degrees. Our hearts, lungs, and legs were sorely tested on the

unforgiving hills of Korea but we came through like the professionals were are. Our NCOs planned, certified,

and conducted the training. The Battalion next executed WARRIOR STRIKE. On this exercise, we conducted a

multi-ship, multi-lift, Task Force air assault with sling loaded equipment. Nearly 450 Soldiers attacked a

simulated CWMD site in coordination with Republic of Korea forces. Our 100-pound rucks and freezing

temperatures didn’t faze us and the Battalion performed beyond all expectations. Once again, The Iron

Rangers set a very high bar for the rest of the Brigade to meet. After WARRIOR STRIKE, the Battalion

immediately transitioned to Bradley and tank crew and collective gunnery, again led by our NCOs. Needless

to say, we outshot every other unit on the peninsula. In fact, a crew from Bandido Charlie received top honors

for the Brigade and will represent the U.S. Army in Canada at the Worthington Cup Tank Challenge this

coming Fall. It hasn’t always been pretty, but we know we’ll fail in the long run if we don’t invest time and

effort in our non-commissioned officer corps. Therefore, we’ve worked hard to put the onus for training our

Soldiers in the hands of the NCOs and they have responded superbly. We were questioned about how our

maintenance rates could be so high after two months in the field. The answer was that our crews and

mechanics are competent and refuse to fail. Indeed, throughout our history, the Rangers of the 16th Infantry

have refused to fail and we don’t plan on starting now. We are proud to continue to bear the standard of this

great Regiment. Thank you for being Rangers and for helping us to be better Soldiers by living up to the great

legacy you have created.

Semper Paratus!

LTC Jon Meredith

Iron Ranger 6

1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment

Fellow Rangers,

Your 1st Battalion has been in the field here in Korea for the last two months. The Iron

Rangers conducted Operations WARRIOR STRIKE and BRAVE RANGER through the

winter months. During these operations, we executed a Task Force air assault, field

training exercises, a counter-weapons of mass destruction (CWMD) exercise, and

gunnery. The Battalion also moved itself across Korea and back again and throughout it

all, the Soldiers of 1-16 IN have performed magnificently. In January, 1-16 IN deployed to

the north for Operation BRAVE RANGER, a two-month field rotation. Our Battalion is the

first unit on the Peninsula to execute this type of training plan. On our arrival, the

infantry companies went straight into team and squad live fire exercises, day and night, LTC Jon Meredith

Rounds Complete!

The Iron Ranger 120mm Mortar Platoon conducts a live-fire exercise on Rodriguez Range north of Camp Casey in Korea.
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Semper Paratus Service Awards

New World War I 100th Anniversary Commemorative Coin

Obverse Reverse

For the 2017 Regimental challenge coin, the Board has approved the limited purchase of 100 coins

as illustrated above. The coin celebrates the 100th Anniversary of the16th Infantry Regiment’s

participation in World War I. The coins are produced by the approved vendor for the United States

World War I Commemorative Commission and will be available this fall. If you wish to order one of

these beautiful coins, please contact Phil Hall at: pjatlarge@yahoo.com of call him at: 920-699-

2862. You can also write Phil at:

208 Hunters Glen Lane

Johnson Creek, WI 53038

The Association Governing Board has just recently created the Semper Paratus Service Awards in order
to recognize the actions of many Association members for their wide range of contributions designed
to the enhance the well-being and prestige of the 16th Infantry Regiment and its Association. The
award is a lapel pin which recognizes three levels of service to the Regiment and/or Association. To
earn an award, one must accrue a certain number of points for each level. The point levels for each
award are: Bronze (15 points); Silver (50 points); and Gold (75 points). Points can be earned for actions
taken to increase Association membership, participation in Association activities such as reunions and
other events, promoting or providing publicity for the Regiment or the Association, service on the
Board or Association staff or committees, and financial support to Association programs. The table for
points earned for each type of action and how to apply for the awards will be published in the July DD.

mailto:pjatlarge@yahoo.com
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Provided below is the tentative schedule for the 2017 reunion in Kansas City. The Board is looking for
ways to provide more interesting activities in the CP during the day. If you have any thoughts on what
you would like to see, please contact Steve Clay or one of the other Board officers.

Wednesday, July 26
9-12am-1-5pm Registration
1:30pm-4:30pm Kansas City Tour
1:30pm Unit Rep Meeting with Society Staff
6:00 pm Free hors d'oeuvres 16th Infantry CP
7:00-7:20 pm 16th Infantry WWI and Punitive Expedition Video 16th Infantry CP
7:30-u/c Vietnam Company Team Dart Competition 16th Infantry CP

Thursday, July 27
7:30am-5:30pm Bus Trip to Ft. Riley
9-12am-1-5pm Registration
9:45am National Toy Museum and Shopping
12:30-5:45pm Made in Kansas City Tour
1:00-1:30 pm The 16th Infantry in World War I Presentation (Clay) 16th Infantry CP
1:30-1:50 pm 16th Infantry WWI and Punitive Expedition Video 16th Infantry CP
7:00pm-10:00pm Society Welcome Party
8:30-8:50 pm 16th Infantry WWI and Punitive Expedition Video 16th Infantry CP

Friday, July 28
7:30am-8:30am Conflict Breakfast
9-12am-1-5pm Registration
9:00-10:00 am Annual Association Meeting 16th Infantry CP

-2017 Elections
-State of the Association Brief

12:45-4:45pm BBQ and WWI Museum Tour
1:00pm Roundtable: 1st Division at NTC
2:00pm Board Meeting
3:30pm Roundtable: Middle East Operations
7:00 pm Free hors d'oeuvres 16th Infantry CP
8:00-11:00 pm Unchained Band (music from the 50’s, 60’s, and 70’s) 16th Infantry CP

Saturday, July 29
9:00am Memorial Service
9:45am WWI Paver Memorial Dedication
10:30am General Business Meeting
12:45-4:30pm Historic Union Station and National Airline History Hangar Tour
1:30pm Roundtable: Korea Operations
5:00-6:00 pm 16th Infantry DMOR/HMOR/OSM Awards 16th Infantry CP
6:00pm Cocktails/Reception
6:30pm 98th Annual Reunion Banquet
8:30-u/c Annual Fundraising Auction (Bring stuff for the auction!) 16th Infantry CP

2017 Association Reunion Itinerary



Just a reminder that the membership year now runs from 1 January to 1 January and dues are $25.00 per year. Please

take the time now to write a check for $25.00 to the “16th Infantry Regiment Association” and send it to:

Doug Meeks, 1745 Belmonte Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207, H: 904-396-7132 

You can renew also renew on line at: http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php

2017 Membership Renewal

Ranger Profile Ranger Profile
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1

Bob “Turkey” Youngberg William D. Derrig

5

Bill Derrig was assigned to D Company, 5th Battalion,

16th Infantry, at Fort Riley, KS, on 13 September

1987. Initially assigned as a rifleman, he served in

numerous other positions during his almost four years

with the company. These jobs included machine

gunner, M-249 SAW New Equipment Training Team

(NETT) Coordinator, M113 track commander, and M2

Bradley IFV gunner. He served in the latter capacity

during Operation DESERT SHIELD/STORM in 1990-

1991. Deployed to Saudi Arabia, Bill was designated

as the 1st Brigade Soldier of the Quarter for 1st

Quarter, 1991. During Operation DESERT STORM,

Derrig and D Company, was attached to 2-34 Armor

and participated in the rapid breach of Iraqi defenses

along Phase Line Wisconsin in February 1991. Two

days later, they participated in the pitched tank battle

at Objective NORFOLK where the Republican Guards

Tawalkana Armored Division was destroyed in a 6-

hour battle. On his return from Iraq, Derrig was

promoted to sergeant and assigned as a Team

Leader and the battalion’s Bradley Crew gunnery

evaluator for gunnery operations at the Multi-Purpose

Range Complex (MPRC) at Fort Riley. He remained

in these duties until his transfer to Germany in June

1991. Bill was transferred to Ayers Kaserne in June

1991 where he was assigned to A Company, 3rd

Battalion, 5th Cavalry in the 1st Armored Division.

While there, he served as a Bradley gunner, the NBC

NCO, and Safety NCO. He remained at Ayers

Kaserne until completing his enlistment and honorably

discharged from the US Army on 28 April 1994.

Robert A. Youngberg was inducted into the US Army

25 November 1966. After attending Basic Training and

AIT where he was trained as an infantryman. He was

ordered to Vietnam in May 1967 where he was

assigned to the 1st Infantry Division. On arrival, he was

further assigned to the Recon Platoon, HQ Company,

1st Battalion 16th Infantry with which he served during

his year-long deployment to the country. Bob

participated in numerous operations with 1-16 IN to

include Operations BILLINGS, PORTLAND,

SHENANDOAH II, and the 1968 Tet Counteroffensive.

Bob’s service in Vietnam began with a rude awakening

on 17 June 1967. He had been in the battalion less

than a month when it was ordered out on search and

destroy missions in support of Operation BILLINGS.

On 17 June, the battalion was occupying a defensive

perimeter near LZ X-Ray, northwest of Phuoc Vinh I

War Zone D when it was attacked by the 271st NVA

Regiment. During the five-hour battle, the main attack

fell against the Recon Platoon which was forced back

further into the perimeter with heavy casualties.

Youngberg and others, however, stabilized the line with

assistance from soldiers from another unit and held. At

the end of the fight, a sizable number of Recon troops

were killed and wounded, but Bob was luckily left

unscathed to fight the entire battle. The 271st itself

suffered 286 KIAs and an untold number of wounded.

Bob departed Vietnam in June 1968 and was sent to

Fort Bliss, TX, where he ETS’d on 22 November 1968.

http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php
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Operation Junction City, Battle of Ap Gu 1 April 1967
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Operation Junction City, Battle of Ap Gu 1 April 1967

By the third week of March 1967, the new II Field Force commander, Lt. Gen. Bruce Palmer, Jr. (who had

commanded the 16th Infantry Regiment in 1954-55) had determined that the S&D efforts in the southeastern area

of War Zone C were futile and was on the verge of abandoning them when new intelligence indicated that the

271st Regiment was moving toward Katum. The VC unit was traveling so fast that it dodged the 196th Infantry

Brigade’s effort to intercept it, and continued eastward to attack FSB CHARLIE at Sroc Con Trang. Meanwhile,

Col. James A. Grimsley, Jr., commanding the 2nd Brigade, also sought to bring the 271st to battle. On 30 March,

he sent the Blue Spaders of the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry, commanded by Lt. Col. Alexander Haig, into LZ

GEORGE in an effort to locate the elusive prey. LZ GEORGE was a dried-up swamp located about two kilometers

west of the hamlet of Ap Gu and one kilometer north of Route 246. The area was relatively open, tall grass, and

surrounded by jungle. On arrival, Haig had his men cloverleaf around the area but made no contact. The

battalion dug in along a 360 degree NDP on the LZ that night. The following day, the 1-26 conducted sweeps in

all directions from the LZ. Probing about 800 meters north of GEORGE, the recon platoon ran into the 2nd

Battalion, 70th Guards Regiment. Company B moved to help the beleaguered scouts but was also pinned down.

Haig soon had a full-blown firefight on his hands, but he was finally able to disengage about 1700 and returned

all elements to LZ GEORGE. There, his battalion reoccupied fighting positions they had previously prepared and

waited for reinforcements. The reinforcements came in the way of the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry. On loan to

Grimsley from the 3rd Brigade, the Rangers came into LZ GEORGE about 1500 that afternoon against a VC force

overwatching the LZ. After an aggressive sweep and a short, but fierce, firefight, the Rangers drove the enemy

force off, then prepared a 360-degree defensive perimeter just to the northwest of 1-26’s original NDP. That

evening, both battalions were in strong defensive positions using the newly developed “Dupuy Bunker” that is

now the standard fighting position of the US Army. After detecting the Blue Spaders’ presence, COSVN

redirected the 271st Regiment to attack LZ GEORGE in coordination with the 70th Guards. About 0500 on 31

March, enemy mortar gunners began firing registration rounds in preparation for a major attack. By 0515, over

500 60-mm, 82-mm, and 120-mm mortar rounds had had fell in the areas of both battalions but no one was killed,

thanks to the new bunkers. Immediately on the heels of the barrage came the ground attack, the 271st hitting the

Blue Spaders and the 70th Guards assaulting the Rangers. Within minutes, Haig’s line had been penetrated by

the VC main attack in the C Company sector. Soon, the enemy was entering bunkers in the B Company sector as

well, but the troops broke the attack, then assisted C Company and the recon platoon to form a new line.

Meanwhile, the troops of 1-16 IN to the northwest successfully held the 70th Guards at bay. The Rangers deadly

fire cut down dozens of VC assault troops as they attempted to hit the battalion perimeter and flank the 1-26’s

position. At first light, the Air Force joined the fight with CBU munitions. The air strikes, coupled with artillery

support from FSB THRUST to the southeast, pounded the enemy formations. Soon helicopter gunships joined

in, and the VC began to break contact. By 0800, the attack was broken. The Rangers were soon out of their holes

and joined the newly arrived 1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry, in what turned out to be an unproductive pursuit of the

battered VC units. A subsequent sweep of the battalion defensive perimeters revealed 609 dead VC. This was

accomplished at a total cost of seventeen KIA from the two US battalions. Ap Gu was the biggest single victory

of Operation JUNCTION CITY. The Battle of Ap Gu also proved to be the last significant contact for any units

involved in the operation and by mid-April all 1st Division units had returned to their respective base camps.

Desert Storm soldiers of the 5-16 Infantry and 2-34 Armor cordially invite all 1st Infantry Division
Desert Storm Veterans to join us for a weekend reunion with fellow BRO warriors, family and friends
in Junction City, KS, 9 to 11 June 2017. Events include a hotel reception at 1800 on Friday evening; a
visit to the 1st Division Museum on post and a unit motor pool on Saturday morning; a BBQ lunch at
Camp Moon Lake; and a no-host social and buffet dinner at 1830 Saturday evening. Those who are
interested can arrange to meet for breakfast on Sunday morning. Event tickets cost $48 which
includes the reception, the Saturday BBQ and the Saturday dinner. Please order one ticket for each
attendee in your party. Reunion T-shirts with the 1st Infantry Division centennial logo are also
available at checkout for $12 each. We only have a limited number of small, med, large, XL and XXL
so order your shirts soon! The venue for the reunion is the Marriott Courtyard Hotel, 310 Hammons
Drive in Junction City. Call the hotel toll free now for your reservation at (785) 210-1500 and
mention the First Brigade reunion for the special room rate of $89 per night. For reunion tickets and
T-shirts contact Ed Walding at Walding1964@aol.com or by phone at: 254-681-2207.

Desert Storm Reunion
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The Evolution of the 16th Infantry Regiment

In January 2006, the 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry was reactivated at Fort Riley under the U.S. Army’s new “modularity” concept as

an element of the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division. At that time the battalion was organized under the Tables of

Organization (TOE) shown above. The TOE consisted of a headquarters company of three specialty platoons, a sniper section,

and a communications section. There were four rifle companies, each consisting of three rifle platoons and a 60mm mortar

section. The battalion also possessed a weapons company of three platoons which are equipped with 120mm heavy mortars and

anti-armor weapons. Under the modularity concept, each infantry battalion has a forward support company (FSC) under its

operational control.

The 1st Battalion reconfigured to the current CAB organization in 2014. The CAB consists of a headquarters company of three

specialty platoons and a sniper section. There are two rifle companies, each consisting of three rifle platoons and two tank

companies each with three tank platoons. There is also a forward support company (FSC) under the battalion’s operational

control. This relationship is more or less permanent as the troops FSC are billeted with and directly support the battalion in

garrison or in the field on a 24-hour basis.
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100th Birthday Reunion for the 1st Infantry Division

Kansas City, 26-30 July 2017

Rangers! This year, the reunion of the Society of the 1st Infantry Division will be held

at the Westin Kansas City Hotel at Crown Plaza in downtown Kansas City, MO, 26-30 July

2017. THIS REUNION IS MUST ATTEND EVENT!! As former members of the finest

Regiment of the best division in the world, we all need to make our best effort to attend the

BIG RED ONE’s 100th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION. We anticipate that this reunion will be

the largest in several decades. Events will include a day trip out to Fort Riley to meet with the

Soldiers of the 1st Infantry Division, a division World War I memorial dedication at the

National World War I Museum, and several tours of the Kansas City area, in addition to all the

regular reunion events. Part of the effort at this reunion will be to celebrate the 100th

Anniversary of the 1st Division’s (and our Regiment’s, of course) participation in World War I.

Luckily, right next door to the reunion hotel is the outstanding National World War I Museum

and Liberty Memorial. Please begin making plans now to attend this superb and once in a

lifetime event.

Kansas City Westin Hotel at Crown Center Kansas City’s famous Union Station is across the 

street from the reunion Hotel. Great Shopping.

The National World War I Museum and Liberty Memorial are next door to the reunion hotel. 



Membership ApplicationMembership Application

Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $25.00 per year

payable on 1 January of each year. The dues year runs from 1 January–31 December. If a new member joins the

Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they join prior to 1

September, they are credited with the current year’s dues only. We established this practice because we do not

have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual

basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on

your check and the form.

Please send applications and money to:

Doug Meeks

1745 Belmonte Avenue

Jacksonville, Fl 32207

(904) 396-7132

swamp1sg@aol.com

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________   State: _________   Zip: ________________________

Telephone: _________________________________    E-Mail: ______________________________________

Unit (Co., Bn.): ______________________________    Dates of Service w/Regiment: __________________

Spouse’s Name: _____________________________    Highest Rank while with the Regiment: __________   

If a new member, recruited by whom? ________________________________________________________

Dues: ________________________

Donation: _____________________

Total Enclosed: $_______________
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The Association Launches Our New Website

On 15 March, the Association launched its new website. The new site now features more than 200 pages of

Association information, historical facts about the regiment, and 1200 images including historical photographs and

maps. It also includes helpful links on the right hand column of most pages that contain other new features on the

site. Members can now view the membership database and update their own membership information when they

move, change e-mail addresses, etc. If you have not seen it yet, just go to the old link and it will take you there. If

you have not yet saved the link in your “Favorites” folder, it is: http://16thinfassn.org

mailto:swamp1sg@aol.com
http://16thinfassn.org/
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