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From the Desk of the President

Fellow Rangers:

This summer, the 100th Anniversary of the esteemed 1st Infantry Division is upon us and our very

own 1st Battalion, the Iron Rangers, are returning home from another outstanding and successful

mission accomplished by the 16th Infantry. When one looks back on what the Soldiers of the 16th

Infantry have accomplished as members of the Big Red One over this last century, it is truly

impressive. Since then, the Regiment has fought in five wars; earned 36 campaign streamers, 7

Presidential Unit Citations, and 11 awards from foreign nations; and fought or served in 20

different countries around the world. Its Soldiers have been awarded 7 Medals of Honor, over 200

Distinguished Service Crosses, and countless Silver Stars, Bronze Stars, and Combat Infantryman

Badges. Our regiment’s record is truly extraordinary and few, if any other regiments can match it.

President

Steven E. Clay

307 North Broadway

Leavenworth, KS 66048

(913) 651-6857

ironranger3@yahoo.com

First Vice President

Bob Hahn

11169 Lake Chapel Lane

Reston, VA 20191-4719
(202) 360-7885

robert.hahn@serco-na.com

You all are part of this amazing history. All of us, in some small way or large, have strove to build the history of the

16th Infantry and should humbly take pride in helping to write that story. As you will see in Jon Meredith’s note in this

newsletter, our troops in Korea are still setting the standards for other units to strive for. On another note, I am sad to

report that Bill Arthington will be stepping down as the Honorary Sergeant Major in July. He has done an outstanding

job with the DMOR program for the past three years and will be missed. At the same time I would like to welcome the

incoming HSGMR Sergeant Major (R) Tom Pendleton. The Association looks for to working with him in the future.

Semper Paratus! Always Ready!

Steven E. Clay

President

Emeritus & Founding Member

COL (R) Gerald K. Griffin
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2015 DMOR/HMR Nominations

Dagwood Dispatches 3 July 2017

From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel

Ralph Kauzlarich

prove to be a grand event. Regarding our Class of 2017 Distinguished and Honorary Members of the

Regiment, all were found worthy of their respective nominated distinction by the Commanding General, 1st

Infantry Division, and the Chief of Infantry. On Saturday afternoon, 29 July in the 16th Infantry Regiment’s

Command Post at Kansas City’s Westin at Crown Center, at 1630 hours, the Honorary Sergeant Major, Bill

Arthington and I will induct 10 Distinguished (Gibb, Devoe, Garcia, Youngberg, Baer, Walding, Derrig,

Anthes, Mays and Clark), and five Honorary (Dignan, Jergens, Malugani, Roff, and Tolson) Members to our

16th Infantry Regiment rolls. This Investiture Ceremony will serve as Honorary Sergeant Major Arthington’s

last official duty in said capacity. After three years of tirelessly “running” the DMOR/HMOR Program, he will

relinquish his responsibilities to SGM Thomas L. Pendleton, U.S. Army (Retired), DMOR Class of 2015. Bill

and his steadfast wife, Becky, have made the Regiment a better formation and for their selfless energy and

efforts, I thank them both. As mentioned above, our Iron Rangers will have returned from the Republic of

South Korea. Iron Ranger 6, LTC Jon Meredith, has provided an excellent summary of the Battalion’s actions

while on the Korean Peninsula the last nine months in this publication’s “From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6.”

They, in great Ranger fashion, again exhibited to the world that there is no finer fighting force or Soldiers

than those found in the 16th Infantry Regiment. Their actions while forward deployed to South Korea were

found above reproach and in keeping with the great traditions and legacy of the 16th Infantry Regiment.

Your support and prayers enabled them and their Families to again endure the sacrifices of deployment and

without question proclaim victory. As always, thanks for what you do, as there is no greater Regiment that

takes care of its own than ours, and it is all because of people like you. Until Kansas City… be well, God

Bless, and Semper Paratus!

Ralph L. Kauzlarich

Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired)

Seventh Honorary Colonel

“Last Full Measure” Update

Dear Fellow Rangers,

My last note to you began with two challenges: 1) to visit the website

www.1stid.org/reunion.php and learn of all the great activities planned for the

upcoming Society of the 1st Infantry Division Reunion that will take place in Kansas

City, Missouri from 26 to 30 July 2017; and 2) register and come to the Reunion. As I

write this, over 80 Rangers have taken the challenge! Thank you for doing so. FRAGO:

Challenge 3 – increase our numbers by 40 between now and then so that the 16th

Infantry Regiment easily has the largest contingent of Veterans amongst all the

glorious Regiments of the Big Red One. For those able and willing, I still intend to

provide a beverage of choice to all while we celebrate our Regiment’s past, which will

include the return of the “Iron Rangers” from South Korea, and the investiture of the

Class of 2017 Distinguished and Honorary Members of the Regiment. It will surely

Henry Fonda and Samuel L. Jackson, among others, 

will star in the movie.

On April 8-9 April 2017, several of our Association members

traveled to Atlanta to participate in the filming of the

Pitsenbarger Medal of Honor ceremony for the movie “Last

Full Measure.” Participating in the filming of the scene were

Johnny Libs, Phil and Barb Hall, Ken and Micheline Alderson,

Buzz Tiffiny, Ken Mize, and Odas Flake, and Bob Humphries.

All the men attending, less Bob Humphries, were in the 2nd

Battalion at the time of the Battle of Xa Cam My (which the

movie portrays). John, Phil, and Ken were actually in the

battle. The scene itself was set up to reenact the Medal of

Honor ceremony (originally held at an Air Force base) and

the studio graciously invited members of the 16th Infantry

(past and present) to participate. The studio is now in the

process of filming the battler scenes down in South America

and expects to release the film sometime in 2018.



Actions Taken By Your Association

April-June 2017

The Treasurer has wired $2500 from the Association

and the Society of the 1st Division for support to the 1st

Division Forest Project at Fleville.

The Board approved a $50 donation to the 16th Infantry

Regiment Historical Society for the wreath it placed at

the Henri Chapelle Cemetery for Memorial Day 2017.

Phil Hall once again represented the Association at the

Officers Dinner and set up the Regimental CP to

support the event. The CP was funded by Phil and

donations from several Association Members.

Additions of numerous WWII and Vietnam maps

continue to improve the Regimental website and help

tell the Regiment’s great history.

Steve Clay recently assisted Ms. Monique Seefried, a

Commissioner on the United States World War I

Commemorative Commission, with research for a

commission project on the 1st Division in WWI.

The Governing Board approved $275.00 for the creation

of a wood Medal of Honor plaque for display in the

Regimental MOH display at the 1st Battalion HQ.

Vice President Phil Hall, Bob Humphries, and several

other members of the Association attended the filming

of the Pitsenbarger Medal of Honor ceremony staged

for the upcoming movie The Last Full Measure.

The Governing Board engaged the services of MAJ Ed

Ziembinski to develop a 10-minute video of the 16th

Infantry’s participation in WWI. It will be shown at the

2017 reunion in Kansas City.

MAJ Ziembinski also produced a 7-minute video of the

regiment’s participation in the Punitive Expedition into

Mexico 1916-1917.

TAPS
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Earle Denton

1 Mar 2015

Orlando, FL

1-16 IN VN

William Leone

6 Jun 2016

Bristol, PA

A/2-16 IN, VN

Association E-Mails

As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail

system to communicate information to our members of

a more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for the

Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65 percent

of our members have provided us an e-mail address

with which to communicate with them on these

messages. If you wish to receive these notices please

provide your e-mail address to

steven.clay@16thinfassn.org

Note: sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses 

block these e-mails and will not work.

Governing Board Elections 2017

The Association Constitution calls for the election of

Governing Board officers every three years. The

last election was in June 2014 so we are now due

for another. The current slate of candidates for the

various Board positions are:

Position Candidate Status

President Steve Clay Incumbent

First VP Bob Hahn Incumbent

Second VP Bob Humphreys New candidate

Treasurer Vacancy

Adjutant Erik Anthes New candidate

Phil Hall, John Schatzel, and Doug Meeks will not

be running for office this year though all will remain

active in the Association. Bob Humphreys and Erik

Anthes have thrown their hats in the ring to fill the 2

VP and adjutant positions. If you would like to run

for one of these positions, please contact the

current adjutant, John Schatzel, to have your name

entered on the ballot. John can be contacted at:

(913) 684-2146 or

jschatz82@aol.com

Frank Schofield

2016

Griffin, GA

HQ/3-16 IN CW

Michael Fradera

10 April 2016

Kissimme, FL

B/2-16 IN, Iraq

Reunion Auction

Every year, the Association holds an auction at the

annual reunion and raises a significant amount of

money for our operating budget. With declining

numbers of WWII and Vietnam-era members paying

dues, the auction takes on even more significance in

terms of the Association’s ability to perform the many

services and projects we undertake. Please give some

thought about items to bring to the auction so that we

can raise the funds needed. If you aren’t attending the

reunion bout would like to donate items please mail

them to Steve Clay at the address on page 2.

mailto:steven.clay@16thinfassn.org
mailto:jschatz82@aol.com


Upcoming Reunions in 2014

Dagwood Dispatches 5 July 2017

2017 Officers Dinner

In April, once again the Association hosted the 16th

Infantry Regiment Command Post at the annual

Officers Dinner of the 1st Infantry Division. The CP

was set up and operated by 2nd Vice President Phil

Hall and Adjutant John Schatzel. As is custom, the

regimental colors were on display and Phil

established a bar to quench all sundry needs for

refreshments. The visitors included numerous 16th

Infantry and Big Red One luminaries, to include our

old friend LTG (R) Russel Honoré, pictured above

with Phil and Eric Anthes. I don’t know about you,

but judging from the image above, methinks Phil

tested a little too much of the refreshments.

Parnham House Burned by Arsonist

Memorial Day 2017
.

As has become their custom, Max Poorthuis and the

16th Infantry Regiment Historical Society have placed

flowers at the Henri-Chappelle American Cemetery in

Belgium for Memorial Day 2017. The flowers

commemorate the sacrifices of all American soldiers,

but remember those of the 16th Infantry in particular.

You may recall that last year the Society placed a white

rose at the grave of every 16th Infantry soldier at the

cemetery.

Sadly, the DD reports that the Parnham House has

recently been the victim of a fire. Many of you know

that the house served as the headquarters of the

16th Infantry from November 1943 until May 1944

just before D-Day. The latest information is that the

fire was set intentionally by arsonists, and sadly

may have be set by the owner himself. Since it is a

Class I English Heritage site, the local community

has started working on getting money to have the

structure rebuilt. I have asked our contacts over

there to inquire as to the condition of our historical

plaque placed there a number of years ago and

have offered to replace it if it is unsalvageable.

More to follow.

1st Division Memorial Collage
.

It’s finally done and installed. For several years, the

Society and the Association have been working on

having a memorial collage placed at the National

World War I Museum and Liberty Memorial in

Kansas City, MO. As can been seen from the image

above, that objective was finally attained in time for

this year’s Memorial Day. If any division deserves

recognition for its role in the Great War, it is the Big

Red One and now it is so honored.

Parnham House Fire Update
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From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6

being dunked and rolled underwater. We were ordered to remain calm. Some of the Soldiers were unable to

execute those orders. We will definitely work on our combat water survival training back at Fort Riley. The

Battalion then executed Warrior Strike VII. We boarded the RoK Naval Vessel Dokdo with 90 Soldiers. We

proceeded to sea two days prior to the assault. We spent our time underway rehearsing, conducting pre-

combat inspections, and enjoying to company of our RoK Navy counterparts. The Dokdo is the largest vessel

in the Korean Navy. It is a helicopter and amphibious assault ship. On the third day the aviators from 2ID’s

2nd Combat Aviation Brigade arrived and we boarded the helicopters and headed for the Korean coast and

our objective. The rest of the Battalion air assaulted from Camp Humphreys and joined us for the attack on

the simulated underground facility. As you would expect, the Battalion performed superbly. I would take this

Battalion anywhere, anytime, against any enemy and we would win. The 16th Infantry forgot how to lose a

long time ago. The assault from the sea reminded us all of D-Day. On 6 June, we gathered the Battalion and I

read the words from the Association website about D-Day. I challenged the Battalion and asked them if they

could do that today. Could they, like 1LT John Spalding and SSG Philip Streczyk, do what had to be done and

get Omaha beach open? I believe in my heart that they could. All of you past Rangers have challenged us to

live up to and continue your legacy. I talk to the Battalion about it often. From a wheat field in Pennsylvania

outside of Gettysburg all the way to the hills of Korea today, the 16th Infantry has stood firm. Now in the

100th year of the 1st Infantry Division, it is an incredible honor to command the heart and soul of the Big Red

One. On 14 July, 25 Rangers of the 16th Infantry will march through Paris in the Bastille Day parade, just as

we did 100 years ago on 4 July 1917. Our superb Soldiers will represent America and the Big Red One and will

remind one and all of a promise made by America and kept with the words, “Lafayette We are here!” As I

write, the Soldiers of 1-16 IN are boarding planes to head home. The Battalion will all be home in time to

celebrate the 4th of July with their loved ones. We will take some leave and then get right back to training. As

always, you can be proud of your Battalion and what they’ve accomplished over here. We are better Soldiers

and a better unit for having come here. It’s a great day to be a Ranger. Thank you for all your support and for

making us better.

Semper Paratus!

LTC Jon Meredith

Iron Ranger 6

1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment

Fellow Rangers,

Your 1st, Your 1st Battalion has finished its Korea rotation by executing training and

operations never before seen on the Peninsula. The Iron Rangers conducted Operation

Warrior Strike VII and “dunker” training. Warrior Strike VII was a Task Force air assault

from the RoK Naval Ship Dokdo to seize a simulated underground chemical storage

facility. “Dunker” training was a series of swimming events designed to give the

Soldiers confidence in their ability to survive a helicopter crash into the sea. We capped

all that off with a battalion dining in and the reception of our replacements, 1-5 CAV

from the 1st Cavalry Division. 1-16 IN started “dunker” training as soon as we returned

from our gunnery density. The training consisted of a classroom instruction, a swim

test, and underwater egress training from a helicopter simulator. It was incredibly fun LTC Jon Meredith

ROK Amphibious Assault Ship Dokdo
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Semper Paratus Service Awards

In the last DD, the Governing Board announced the creation of the Semper Paratus awards. These awards recognize

the actions of Association members for a wide range of contributions designed to the enhance the well-being and

prestige of the 16th Infantry Regiment and its Association as well as encourage higher levels of participation in and

support to Association efforts. The award is a lapel pin which recognizes three levels of service to the Regiment and/or

Association. The points earned for these awards are retroactive to the day a member joined.

Award Levels. To earn an award, one must accrue a certain number of points for each level of award. The point levels 

for each award are: 

Bronze (15 points) Silver (50 points) Gold (75 points) 

Points for Contributions.

Membership.

▪ Renew a former member of the Association (1)

▪ Recruit a new member for the Association (5)

▪ Identify a potential member with current contact information to the Association recruiter (1)

▪ Become a Life Member (5) 

Participation.

▪ Attend a Division or Regimental reunion (5)

▪ Attend other Division or Regimental function (2)

▪ Recruit a first-time attendee to a battalion, regimental or division function (2)

▪ Serve as an Association Board officer for one 3-year term (5) 

▪ Serve as an officer on the Association staff or as representative to a Society of the 1st Division committee (1 

point per year)

Nominations.

▪ Nominate an approved DMOR, HMOR, Wounded Ranger, or Order of St. Maurice (all levels) recipient (1)

Promotions/Publicity

▪ Write an article and have published in the DD, a veteran’s publication, or other appropriate venue about 

some aspect of the 16th Infantry or the Association (2)

▪ Design an item approved and created for sale by the QM Store (1)

▪ Donate historical items to the Association or the 1st Infantry Division Museum at Cantigny (minimum of 1 

point per item but final award determined by Association historian depending on historical significance). 

Financial Support

▪ Donations (1 point for each $25 donated to the Association for any purpose; does not include dues, but will 

include dues paid for another member)

Members can apply for these awards by sending a letter or e-mail to the adjutant outlining the member’s participation, 

support activities, and donations to the Association as well as the points earned for such efforts. To apply or for further 

information, contact the Adjutant, John Schatzel, whose contact information is located on page 2 of the DD. 
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Provided below is the tentative schedule for the 2017 reunion in Kansas City. The Board is looking for
ways to provide more interesting activities in the CP during the day. If you have any thoughts on what
you would like to see, please contact Steve Clay or one of the other Board officers.

Wednesday, July 26
9-12am-1-5pm Registration
1:30pm-4:30pm Kansas City Tour
1:30pm Unit Rep Meeting with Society Staff
6:00 pm Free hors d'oeuvres 16th Infantry CP
7:00-7:20 pm 16th Infantry WWI and Punitive Expedition Video 16th Infantry CP

Thursday, July 27
7:30am-5:30pm Bus Trip to Ft. Riley
9-12am-1-5pm Registration
9:45am National Toy Museum and Shopping
12:30-5:45pm Made in Kansas City Tour
1:00-1:30 pm The 16th Infantry in World War I Presentation (Clay) 16th Infantry CP
1:30-1:50 pm 16th Infantry WWI and Punitive Expedition Video 16th Infantry CP
7:00pm-10:00pm Society Welcome Party
8:30-8:50 pm 16th Infantry WWI and Punitive Expedition Video 16th Infantry CP

Friday, July 28
7:30am-8:30am Conflict Breakfast
9-12am-1-5pm Registration
9:00-10:00 am Annual Association Meeting 16th Infantry CP

-2017 Elections
-State of the Association Brief

12:45-4:45pm BBQ and WWI Museum Tour
1:00pm Roundtable: 1st Division at NTC
2:00pm Board Meeting
3:30pm Roundtable: Middle East Operations
7:00 pm Free hors d'oeuvres 16th Infantry CP
7:30-10:30 pm Unchained Band (music from the 50’s, 60’s, and 70’s) 16th Infantry CP

Saturday, July 29
9:00am Memorial Service
9:45am WWI Paver Memorial Dedication
10:30am General Business Meeting
12:45-4:30pm Historic Union Station and National Airline History Hangar Tour
1:30pm Roundtable: Korea Operations
5:00-6:00 pm 16th Infantry DMOR/HMOR/OSM Awards 16th Infantry CP
6:00pm Cocktails/Reception
6:30pm 98th Annual Reunion Banquet
8:30-u/c Annual Fundraising Auction (Bring stuff for the auction!) 16th Infantry CP

2017 Association Reunion Itinerary



Just a reminder that the membership year now runs from 1 January to 1 January and dues are $25.00 per year. Please

take the time now to write a check for $25.00 to the “16th Infantry Regiment Association” and send it to:

Doug Meeks, 1745 Belmonte Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207, H: 904-396-7132 

You can renew also renew on line at: http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php

2017 Membership Renewal

Ranger Profile Ranger Profile
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1

Jose Garcia

5

Jose Garcia was inducted into the US Army on 10

September 196 and after Basic Training and AIT, he

was ordered to Vietnam. On his arrival in November

1966, Jose Garcia was further assigned to A Company,

1st Battalion, 16th Infantry at Lai Khe. Jose participated

with A Company as a rifleman and machine gunner in

numerous patrols, search and destroy missions, and

other operations in 1966 and 1967 which included

ATTLEBORO, FAIRFAX/HEALDSBURG, CEDAR

FALLS, TUCSON-D, and JUNCTION CITY. Near the

end of his tour in Vietnam, he participated in Operation

BILLINGS northwest of Phouc Vinh in War Zone D. On

17 June 1967, Garcia, as part of his battalion, occupied

a fighting position at the north end of LZ X-Ray south of

the village of Xom Bo. There the battalion was struck

by at least two battalions of the 271st VC Regiment.

During the initial stages of the battle, Garcia’s efforts to

lay down a heavy suppressive fire resulted in

numerous enemy casualties and likely prevented the

overrun of that section of the battalion perimeter. He

was severely wounded by an enemy mortar round

during the fighting but refused evacuation to the rear.

He instead functioned as the assistant gunner for his

gun until the end of the fighting. During his tour in

Vietnam with the 1-16 IN, Garcia was wounded three

times and decorated for valor for his efforts at the

Battle of Xom Bo II. Having been wounded severely in

the battle of Xom Bo II, Garcia was sent to various

hospitals until being medically retired as a sergeant on

8 April 1968 due to his injuries. Jose has been

designated a 16th Infantry DMOR for 2017.

Ed Walding

SFC (R) Edward Walding was assigned to D

Company, 5th Battalion, 16th Infantry in 1987 as part

of the US Army’s COHORT program. While assigned

to D Company, he was initially appointed as a Team

Leader and late as a squad leader. As such, he led

his squad through Bradley NETT training and became

a Bradley commander. Due to his competence, he

was also assigned by the company commander to be

the unit re-enlistment NCO. When the 5th Battalion

was deployed to Saudi Arabia for DESERT SHIELD in

1990, he functioned as a platoon master gunner. For

DESERT SHIELD/STORM, his company was cross-

attached to the 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor. After his

battalion’s return from DESERT STORM, Walding

was assigned as the platoon sergeant of 3rd Platoon,

D Company. During his time in this position, his

platoon was awarded the title of "Division Honor

Platoon" for achieving the highest score in the 1st

Infantry Division on Bradley Platoon Table XII. He

went on to serve for a time as the acting First

Sergeant in D Company before leaving Fort Riley in

1992. SFC Walding is a member of the 16th Infantry

Association. As such, he maintains a webpage for

Desert Storm members of the 5th Battalion, 16th

Infantry and helps coordinate the bi-annual reunion of

the 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division's DESERT

STORM veterans. He also attends events as he is

able such as the dedication of the commemorative

plaque for the 25th Anniversary of the 16th Infantry’s

participation in Operation DESERT STORM in

February 2016 at Fort Riley.

http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php


Operation Billings, Battles of Xom Bo I & II 14-17 June 1967

Dagwood Dispatches 11 July 2017



Dagwood Dispatches12July 2017

Operation BILLINGS was planned and conducted by the 1st Infantry Division to destroy elements of the 9th PLAF

Division which appeared to have moved back into a suspected base camp areas north of Phuoc Vinh. The operation

called for two brigades to conduct S&D missions north of the Phuoc Vinh Base Camp. On 12 June, three battalions,

under 1st Brigade control, inserted into two LZs about seven to ten kilometers north of the city. Concurrently, the 3rd

Brigade inserted the 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry, Black Lions, into a LZ at Chi Linh to secure a FSB there. The following

day, the 1-16 IN inserted into LZ RUFE, seventeen kilometers due north of Phuoc Vinh. Later that day, the 2-28 Infantry

moved from Chi Linh into LZ RUFE as well. The two battalions secured the area around RUFE and dug in for the night.

On the morning of 14 June, B and C Companies of 1-16 IN moved out to the west of RUFE to seek out the enemy. Just

after noon, troops from C Company spotted five VC soldiers about two kilometers southwest of the LZ, but was not able

to engage them. Two hours later, B Company received sporadic small arms fire about one kilometer north of C

Company. The firing was brief, then tapered off, seeming to indicate that the enemy had broken contact. Fifteen minutes

later, however, B Company was struck in full force, in the front and flanks, by a VC battalion. The company commander

frantically brought artillery and air strikes to bear, as the battalion commander, LTC Lazzell, ordered C Company to move

to B Company’s aid. The fighting was desperate as B Company repulsed the VC assaults. By the time C Company

arrived at the battle site about 1800, the B Company had beat back the VC attack but had suffered six killed and fifteen

wounded. A search of the area before dark revealed sixty-two enemy dead.

The next two days of patrolling and sweeps were uneventful. Intelligence indicated that the 271st Regiment had moved

toward a vast area of bamboo stands farther north. One location, designated LZ X-RAY on operations maps, looked like

a good place to search for the evasive prey. Lazzell’s 1-16 was only about two kilometers south of that location so on the

morning of 17 June, the battalion moved from RUFE toward LZ X-RAY. The 2-28 Infantry was to follow later but its B

Company traveled along with the 1-16 to act as the advance party for the battalion. Concurrently, 1-16 IN’s C Company

remained behind to come up with the 2-28 IN.

By noon, the 1st Rangers had arrived at the LZ and as the lead elements of the battalion entered the area, a number of

troops noticed that there appeared to be many freshly dug pits and trenches as if the VC had previously prepared

ambush positions in case the Americans tried to conduct an insertion there. The battalion formed a perimeter around the

entire LZ to wait for the Black Lions to come up for the follow-on S&D mission. Just after the lead elements B Company,

2-28 IN began to take positions, Lazzell received reports of groups of VC troops moving toward the perimeter from the

northwest. At about 1245, the enemy initially attacked into the positions held by the Black Lions’ B Company. The initial

attacks against B Company, 2-28, were designed to fix that unit while other assault elements moved into position to

attack elsewhere.

About 1300, fierce assaults were launched against A Company, 1-16 IN from the northeast. Soon pressed hard in the

sectors held by A and B Companies, Lazzell called for heavy artillery concentrations and gunship support. The combined

effects of the indirect fire and airpower successfully defeated those attacks. The victory was short-lived. The VC then

attacked into the Rangers’ recon platoon from the southeast. The Rangers in that sector responded with a withering fire

that killed scores of enemy troops, but this second attack succeeded in overrunning part of the Recon platoon’s line.

Only a few of the scouts escaped to link up with other units on the flanks.

Initially, the contact appeared to be a chance encounter with VC local forces. Before long, however, the enemy effort

took on the hallmarks of a well-planned and rehearsed ambush by a veteran force estimated to be at least two battalions.

These troops were well-uniformed in khaki, wore steel helmets, and were equipped with the latest AK-47 assault rifles,

which indicated they were main-force unit. It was later discovered that their attack routes had been carefully marked and

they had moved quickly to try and engage the Rangers before the US troops were able to fully dig in. Post-battle analysis

revealed that the unit was the 271st PLAF Regiment.

Soon, the situation grew serious and Ranger casualties mounted. For a time, it seemed that the enemy might break

through to the center of the LZ, but air strikes by F-100 fighter-bombers had stabilized the situation by 1500. Due to the

heavy concentrations of small arms fire and air support, the VC commander decided that he had had enough and began

to break contact under the cover of a two-hour mortar barrage. About 1900, the division RRF arrived, but the battle was

long over, and the Rangers had been bloodied. The battalion had lost thirty-five men killed and 150 wounded out of a

field strength of about 500 that day. The 271st Regiment had not gotten away unscathed, however. A search of the area

immediately after the fight revealed seventy-two bodies and a sweep deeper into the AO the next day found twenty-six

additional enemy KIA.

Operation Billings, Battles of Xom Bo I & II 14-17 June 1967 (cont’d)
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Regimental Room & Headquarters Renovation Status 

As you know, last year the Association provided

$3000 to the 1st Battalion to help renovate/upgrade

the 16th Infantry Regimental Room at the battalion

headquarters at Fort Riley. Over the past year, the

Iron Rangers’ Rear Detachment has been performing

the work on the project while the rest of the battalion

was deployed to Korea. Under the guidance of the

Executive Officer, Major Jared Nichols and the Rear

Detachment Commander, Captain Jake Arbanas, the

Iron Rangers have painted the room and the

hallways in the Headquarters and upgraded several

displays so far. These included the campaign

streamer and Medal of Honor displays. To the left is

a picture of the latest addition to the Medal of Honor

display. It is a replica of the medal made from

various thinly cut woods and assembled to resemble

the award. It will be centerpiece of the exhibit which

commemorates the Regiment’s eleven recipients of

our nation’s highest award. In addition, Steve Clay

has recently been notified that the battalion plans to

have a ribbon cutting ceremony to rededicate the

Regimental Room during the 1st Infantry Division’s

Victory Week in August. All members of the

Association are invited to attend this event. As soon

as the final date and time are determined, the

president will get word out to the Association via e-

mail so those wishing to attend can make plans.

Front entrance Front entrance

One of many historical displays Classroom Stage
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Membership ApplicationMembership Application

Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $25.00 per year

payable on 1 January of each year. The dues year runs from 1 January–31 December. If a new member joins the

Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they join prior to 1

September, they are credited with the current year’s dues only. We established this practice because we do not

have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual

basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on

your check and the form.

Please send applications and money to:

Doug Meeks

1745 Belmonte Avenue

Jacksonville, Fl 32207

(904) 396-7132

swamp1sg@aol.com

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________   State: _________   Zip: ________________________

Telephone: _________________________________    E-Mail: ______________________________________

Unit (Co., Bn.): ______________________________    Dates of Service w/Regiment: __________________

Spouse’s Name: _____________________________    Highest Rank while with the Regiment: __________   

If a new member, recruited by whom? ________________________________________________________

Dues: ________________________

Donation: _____________________

Total Enclosed: $_______________
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Omaha Beach, 6 June 1944

Recently, efforts were made to colorize a number of D-Day images. This one is of the famous photo of E 

Company wading ashore into the maelstrom of Easy Red at Omaha Beach on that day. 

mailto:swamp1sg@aol.com
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