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Mission: To provide a venue for past and present members of the 16th Infantry Regiment to share
in the history and well-earned camaraderie of the US Army’s greatest regiment.

News from the Front
The 16th Infantry Regiment Association is a Commemorative
Partner with the United States World War I Commemorative
Commission and with the Department of Defense
Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War

The 2016 DMORs, Awardees, & Friends
Five new 16th Infantry DMORs were invested at the reunion of the Society of the 1st Infantry Division in Atlanta on 11
June. The DMORs and other awardees were BR (R) George A. Taylor (posthumous DMOR); COL (R) Bill Williamson,
COL (R) Bennett Dickson, LTC (R) John Schatzel, and SSG (R) Justin Cooper. John Copeland was designated an
Emeritus for 2016 and Ken Alderson, Bob Hahn, and LTC Paul Davis were inducted into the Order of St. Maurice.
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From the Desk of the President
Fellow Rangers:
As always, the spring quarter has been very busy with various Association activities. In April, Bob
Hahn and Phil Hall set up and ran the command post in support of the annual dinner of the
Officers of the 1st Infantry Division in Alexandria, VA. This was followed by a regimental birthday
celebration at VFW Post 56 in Leavenworth, KS for the 155th Anniversary of the 16th Infantry
Regiment’s organization. Finally, as always, the Board was decisively engaged in planning and
executing an excellent event at the annual reunion of the Society of the 1st Infantry Division. The
highlight of the reunion was the investment by Ralph Kauzlarich and Bill Arthington of five new
DMORs, as well as the induction of two Association members into the Order of St. Maurice.
Steve Clay
Finally, the Board surprised John Copeland by designating him as our third Emeritus for 2016. The
one sad event of the quarter was the passing of Al Herrera on 1 June. Al will be missed by all, but especially his buddies
in the Bandito Association. Looking forward, to summer and fall, the calendar is relatively open. That, however, just
gives the Board more time to plan and execute several outstanding events for 2017. The most significant, of course, is
the 100th Anniversary events commemorating the constitution of the 1st Infantry Division, as well as events
commemorating the 16th Infantry Regiment’s participation in World War I. The Board is working hard to make the
2017 reunion a very memorable event and we all need to encourage our fellow Rangers to make every effort to attend.
You won’t want to miss it!
Semper Paratus! Always Ready!
Steven E. Clay
President
July 2016
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FROM THE DESK OF THE HONORARY COLONEL
Fellow Rangers:
Since my last note to you, we had the honor to participate in the 2016 Big Red One Reunion held this
year in Atlanta, Georgia. It proved to be an amazing event in which we had numerous first time
attendees. Highlights included the investiture of five Distinguished Members of the Regiment (DMORs).
Those distinguished gentlemen were each very humble in the receipt of this prestigious recognition and
focused their thanks on those they led and served with in both peacetime and war. The awardees ranged
from service in World War II to Operation Iraqi Freedom. Brigadier General George A. Taylor, who led
our Rangers off Omaha Beach some 72 years ago, was invested posthumously. Dr. Pat Jordan, the sonin-law of BG Taylor, received the DMOR accoutrements on behalf of the Taylor family. From the Vietnam
era, Colonel William R. Williamson, who commanded Company A, 1st Battalion in Vietnam was invested.
Bill’s heroic actions in command and continued service to our Regiment and its Soldiers are
unprecedented. Also invested with service in Vietnam, but not with the 16th Infantry Regiment, was Ralph Kauzlarich
Colonel D. Bennett Dickson, Jr. Colonel Dickson relinquished command of the 5th Battalion, Devil Rangers to the late Colonel Skip Baker, our 5th Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, just prior to Operations Desert Shield and Desert
Storm. Our Cold War investee was Lieutenant Colonel John A. Schatzel whose honorable service in the military and present day
volunteer work/community service is simply without peer. As our Association’s Adjutant, he always goes above and beyond to
ensure its members are informed. Sergeant Justin J. “Doc” Cooper, the recipient of two Army Commendation Medals with Valor
for actions during Operation Iraqi Freedom, was both our sole Noncommissioned Officer invested and youngest. With DMOR Ray
“Doc” Lambert in attendance, it was a distinct pleasure to introduce a World War II medic legend to our newest medic DMOR. In
both you could see a common bond that only those that have saved Ranger lives can share. The reunion was simply an amazing
time shared by those in attendance. I would like to give a special thanks to our Honorary Sergeant Major, Bill Arthington and his
bride, HMOR Becky, for their efforts to coordinate and have built the DMOR framed certificates, and to our Association President,
DMOR Steve Clay and Association Adjutant, DMOR John Schatzel, for their efforts in organizing a very professionally produced
DMOR Investiture. Thanks to all who made the Atlanta reunion as great as it was. Truly a Team effort! As the Regiment
continues to serve proudly both in and out of uniform, I challenge all of you to reach out to and take care of one another. Get
those not involved, involved. Inspire all who are not members of the 16th Infantry Regiment Association to become members.
Next year’s reunion will be in Kansas City. Let’s start planning now in hopes that we can maximize attendance for that event.
Thanks for what you do, as there is no greater Regiment than ours and it is all because of people like you.

Be well, God Bless, and Semper Paratus!

2015 DMOR/HMR Nominations
Ralph L. Kauzlarich
Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired)
Seventh Honorary Colonel

Order of St. Maurice

Ken Alderson
Dagwood Dispatches

Three
Association
members were
inducted into the Order of St. Maurice by
the 16th Infantry Regiment Association
in 2016. They were LTC Paul Davis,
DMOR Ken Alderson, and DMOR Bob
Hahn. Most recently, Ken and Bob were
inducted at the Atlanta reunion in June.
All three were inducted for supporting
the Infantry community through their
many years of active duty and the work
they have done for the 16th Infantry
Regiment Association, also performed
over many years. It is always a pleasure
to recognize those who give so much of
their time, treasure and, especially, talent
to the Association and its members.
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Actions Taken By Your Association

TAPS
Don Creed
8 Apr 2016
Salado, TX
C/2-16 IN VN 1965-66

Ronald Reth
14 May 2016
Racine, WI
C/2-16 IN VN 1965-66

SGM (R) Alfredo Herrera
1 Jun 2016
Beaverton, OR
C/1-16 IN VN 1968-69

April-June 2016
Bob Hahn and Phil Hall supported the annual dinner of
the Officers of the 1st Infantry Division in Alexandria,
VA in April by operating a regimental CP.
The Governing Board submitted and had approved 3
Association members for the Order of St. Maurice. The
awards were presented at the Atlanta reunion.
The Governing Board approved 3 Association
members for designation as Emeritus for 2016. The
awards were presented at the Atlanta reunion.
Bob Hahn coordinated to have Ranger Mike Lukow, a
nationally ranked Paralympic Archer, and his family to
attend the Atlanta Reunion as the Association’s 2016
Wounded Ranger.
Bob Humphries and Bob Hahn coordinated with the
Fulton County Sheriff’s Office in Atlanta to conduct a
raffle for an M1 Garand rifle at the Atlanta Reunion.
The raffle brought in $1500 for the Association’s
operating budget.

Former Honorary Sergeant Major Al Herrera passed
away on 1 June at his home in Beaverton, OR. Al
served as the HSGMR of the 16th Infantry from August
2008 to 5 June 2014. He served 21 years in the US
Army and was 1SG of C Company, 1-16 IN when he
was wounded during the Battle of Binh Long in 1969.

Steve Clay is working with the World War I Centennial
Commission-Commemorative Partner Program to
assist the development of a battlefield memorial trail
dedicated to the 1st Division at Fléville in the MeuseArgonne area where the division fought.
Steve Clay and John Schatzel arranged to conduct a
birthday celebration for the 155th Anniversary of the
16th Infantry Regiment’s organization at VFW Post 56
in Leavenworth, KS. Nine Association members and
former Rangers attended.

Association E-Mails

News Frank Girard’s passing was included in the April 2016 “Taps.”
Charlie Silk wrote in with this picture of Frank who was a star on the
Ranger baseball team in the early 1950s. Charlie wrote, “While
serving with the Regiment in Germany, Frank was a member of the
baseball and boxing teams. He served with Heavy Mortar Company
from 1948 to 1951. After his discharge in 1952, Frank had 32 bouts
as a professional boxer and coached the USA boxing team for 20
years. Frank will be missed by his many friends.”
Charlie Silk
July 2016

As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail
system to communicate information to our members of a
more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for the
Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65 percent of our
members have provided us an e-mail address with which to
communicate with them on these messages. If you wish to
receive these notices please provide your e-mail address to
steven.clay@16thinfassn.org
Note that sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses block
these e-mails and will not work.
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Did You Know? Upcoming Reunions in 2014

SSG Mike Lukow at the Paralympic Trials

Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone

Did you know that the 16th Infantry Regiment has a
World Class Athlete in its ranks? He is SSG Michael
Lukow, a member of the US Paralympic Archery
Team and this year’s Wounded Ranger for the 16th
Infantry Regiment Association. Mike was a member
of D/2-16 IN in Iraq serving under Ralph Kauzlarich
when his HMMWV was struck by three explosively
formed penetrator (EFP) devices in January 2008. In
the explosion, Mike lost much of his right foot. In
2011 he entered the US Army World Class Athlete
Program and since then he has participated in 3
World Championships, the Pan American Games,
the Pan American Championships, several other
world ranked competitions and numerous national
tournaments. He is currently slated to attend the Rio
de Janeiro Olympics with the USA Paralympic
archery team this summer. Mike and his wife Nikita
and daughter Luna joined us at the Atlanta Reunion
in June.

Did you know that Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone,
the first Marine to be awarded the Medal of Honor in
WWII, served in D Company, 16th infantry (a
machine gun company) in the 1930s at Fort Jay, NY?
Basilone enlisted in the United States Army in July
1934 and completed his first three-year enlistment
with service in the Philippines, where he was a
champion boxer, and with the 16th Infantry at Fort
Jay as a machine gunner. He reenlisted in the
Marines in 1940 and was later part of the invasion
forces at Guadalcanal. During the Battle for
Henderson Field, his unit came under attack by a
regiment of approximately 3,000 soldiers from the
Japanese Sendai Division. On 24 October 1942,
Basilone commanded two sections of machine guns
that fought for two days until only he and two other
Marines were left. When the last of his ammo ran out
shortly before dawn on the second day, Basilone held
off the Japanese soldiers attacking his position using
his pistol. The Japanese forces opposite Basilone’s
position were virtually annihilated. For his actions
during the battle, he received the United States
military's highest award for valor, the Medal of Honor.

Bob Hahn presents Mike at the Atlanta Reunion

Dagwood Dispatches
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Annual Memorial Service at Walditch, England

1LT Ian Malugani marches E Company to the services.

Padre Pete Stone (L) conducted the service at St. Mary’s

E Company’s bivouac at Walditch.

Troops of E Company relax before their next duties.

The memorial tablet in St. Mary’s.

St. Mary’s. Note the US flag flying on the flag staff.

Our Association members should be aware that the village of Walditch holds an annual memorial service at St. Mary’s
Church each May commemorating the departure of E & F Companies, 16th Infantry for the invasion D-Camps before DDay. The companies where billeted in the village and the people there have very fond memories about when they
hosted their “Yanks.” There is a small plaque in the sanctuary of the church commemorating E & F Companies’ stay
there November 1943-May 1944. This year the commemoration was on 29 May. We were sent the images above which
include “Padre” (Chaplain) Pete Stone of the 39 Signals Regiment, members of E Company, 16th Infantry, a
reenactment/living history unit based in England, and a few members of the village who stayed for the photo. Padre
Stone wrote in to say that, “We hold the service annually and it has become a regular occurrence on the village
calendar, with an exhibition of WW2 memorabilia on Saturday and re-enactors visiting Walditch. We even have special
permission to fly the US Flag in our churchyard.”
July 2016
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From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6
Fellow Rangers,
The Iron Rangers have worked incredibly hard over the past 3 months and are gearing up to
work harder in the days to come. The battalion just executed a 30-day division-level exercise
that supported the 35th Infantry Division (KSARNG) while simultaneously preparing for a
deployment to the National Training Center. Throughout every event our troops have lived up to
our regimental legacy and performed superbly. Exercise DANGER FOCUS was a month-long
field exercise for the entire battalion. The Iron Rangers executed Situational Training Exercises,
Combined Arms Maneuver Live Fires, a mounted battalion attack, and digital exercises. We also
conducted a company-level air assault and a ground assault convoy as part of the battalion
LTC Jon Meredith
attack. Neither of those tasks are on our standard task list, but the Iron Rangers made them look
easy and set the standard for aggressiveness, competence, and esprit-de-corps. Following DANGER FOCUS, the
staff went to Fort Leavenworth to support the 35th ID “Warfighter” exercise designed to train that division staff. The
battalion replicated an Armored Brigade Combat Team in a two-week simulated battle fought in an imaginary country.
As the main effort for most of the fight, the Iron Rangers killed more enemy than the rest of the division combined. We
are currently preparing for our upcoming deployment to the National Training Center and eventual rotation to Korea.
As we prepare, we always remember the Rangers who lost their lives on D-Day and a hundred other battlefields over
the past 155 years. We are grateful to all who have established such a great legacy for us follow with their blood,
sweat, and tears.
Semper Paratus!
LTC Jon Meredith
Iron Ranger 6
1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment

News of Note from the Front

General Vince Brooks

M1 Garand Raffle Winner
J. P. Richard was the winner of the M1 Garand raffle at
the reunion this year. J.P. served with the Big Red One in
1-5 FA at Song Be, Loc Ninh, and Quan Loi in 1968-69.
Bob Humphries and Bob Hahn went to great lengths to
make this raffle a success and the Association brought in
about $1500 on the event this year.

Dagwood Dispatches

GEN Vince Brooks has moved from CG, USARPAC to take
command of Combined Forces Command/United Nations
Command/US Forces Korea on 30 April. He commanded B &
HQ Companies, 4th Battalion, 16th Infantry during Jul 84-Nov
87 and the 1st Infantry Division Apr 09-May 11. He was
invested as a 16th Infantry DMOR in June 2014.
Congratulations GEN Brooks!
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2016 Reunion in Atlanta

Yes, Becky, you’re as lovely as ever.

As always, George and Nina Hanggi were present
to make the CP atmosphere enjoyable.

“And there we were, knee deep in grenade pin rings,
when, along came . . . .”

Greg Fontenot, Dennis Moorehead and Charlie Caldera
ponder a deep question: McDonald’s or Burger King?

Bill Arthington and Ron Watts take time to record a
little history. Ron has moved the Society forward
significantly in recent months.

HMOR Allen West spent much of his time visiting with
fellow Rangers in the CP.

July 2016
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Awards Ceremony in Atlanta

Dr. J. Patrick Jordan accepted the DMOR accoutrements
on behalf of BG (R) George A. Taylor and his family.

Justin Cooper, who served as a medic with 2-16 IN, is
congratulated by a fan at his investment as a DMOR.

Ralph invests John Schatzel as a 2016 DMOR. John
served as the adjutant for 5-16 IN in the late 1980s.

Bill Williamson gives his acceptance speech. Bill
commanded A/1-16 IN in Vietnam.

Bennett Dickson is a legacy. His dad commanded 3-16
IN in 1955-56 and he commanded 5-16 IN 1987-89.

John Copeland was designated as the third Emeritus for
2016 for his log-time commitment to the Association.

Typically, the DMOR/HMOR investment ceremony has been conducted at Fort Riley, KS. This year, for
various reasons, Honorary Colonel Ralph Kauzlarich decided to hold the event at the annual reunion of
the Society of the 1st Infantry Division, where we have often invested one or two DMORs who could not
make the ceremony at Fort Riley. It is hoped that the ceremony will become a division-wide effort at Fort
Riley once again now that GWOT deployments have slowed down.
Dagwood Dispatches
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Ranger Profile

Ranger Profile

1

RHQ

BG (R) George A. Taylor

John J. Copeland
John Copeland entered military service with the United
States Army in August 1960. After completing BCT and
AIT at Fort Leonard Wood, MO, he was transferred to
Fort Dix, NJ, where he was processed for overseas
service with US Army Europe. On his arrival at
Baumholder, Germany, he was assigned to HHC, 1st
Battle Group, 16th Infantry where he initially served on
the wire team of the battalion communications section.
He was reclassified as an 11B and selected to be the
driver for the Battalion Communications Officer. In
January 1963, he attended the 8th Infantry Division
NCO Academy. His first association with the 16th
Infantry ended in May 1963 when the 1st Battle Group
was reorganized as the 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry. In
August 1963, he returned to CONUS and was
discharged from the active army at Fort Hamilton, NY.
He remained in the US Army Reserve until August
1966. After his service with the US Army, John held a
number of key posts to include serving as a police
officer with the Plainfield, IN, Police Department and as
a member of the US Postal Service. John is a member
of Post 500 of the American Legion in Indianapolis. He
is also a member of the Sons of Union Veterans with
which he participates in a number of activities, to
include joining other members in the Indiana area with
cleaning and straightening the headstones of Union
soldiers buried in local cemeteries. John is a Life
Member of the 16th Infantry Regiment Association and
the Society of the 1st Infantry Division. John was
designated as a DMOR of the 16th Infantry in 1998.
John was designated as an Emeritus for 2016.

BG George A. Taylor graduated from West Point in
1922. He attended CGSC in 1937 and was assigned to
the 57th Infantry (Philippine Scouts). He began his
service with the 16th Infantry Regiment as a captain in
January 1941 when he was assigned as the 1st
Battalion Intelligence Officer (S2) at Fort Devens, MA.
Taylor served in that position only until April 1941 when
he was sent to Fort Benning. He returned to the
regiment in April 1943 as the regimental commander in
North Africa. He commanded the regiment during the
Sicily campaign and at Omaha Beach. There he uttered
those famous words, "There are two kinds of people
who are staying on this beach: those who are dead and
those who are going to die. Now let’s get the hell out of
here." He remained in command of the regiment until 9
July 1944 when he was promoted to brigadier general
and assigned as the ADC of the 4th Infantry Division.
He returned to the 1st Infantry Division in November
1944 as the ADC and remained in that assignment until
the end of the war. General Taylor retired from the
Army in 1946. He died on 3 December 1969 in Palo
Alto, California. General Taylor’s awards included the
Distinguished Service Cross (for his actions on D-Day);
Legion of Merit (1OLC); Silver Star; Bronze Star Medal
(4OLC); Purple Heart; and several foreign awards
among others. General Taylor was a member the
American Legion, West Point Society, Army & Navy
Club, and a Lifetime Member of the Society of the 1st
Infantry Division. After WWII, General Taylor assisted
various charities to include fund raising for the
American Red Cross.

2016 Membership Renewal
Just a reminder that the membership year now runs from 1 January to 1 January and dues are $25.00 per year. Please
take the time now to write a check for $25.00 to the “16th Infantry Regiment Association” and send it to:
Doug Meeks, 1745 Belmonte Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207, H: 904-396-7132
You can renew also renew on line at: http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php

July 2016
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Battle of Minh Thanh Road 9 July 1966

The Battle of Minh Thanh Road, which took place on 9 July 1966, started with a deliberate deception effort to trap a VC regiment. It
worked beautifully. Maj. Gen. William Dupuy, CG of the 1st ID, directed Col. Sidney B. Berry, Jr., commander of the 1st Brigade, to
develop a plan. Knowing of the VC’s affinity for gaining early intelligence, Berry “leaked” the information that a supply convoy would
move down the Minh Thanh road from Highway 13 to Minh Thanh at a given time. As anticipated, the commander of the 272nd PLAF
Regiment received the information and moved to ambush the convoy. Little did he know that the “convoy” was going to be the heavily
armored tanks and tracks of the 1-4 Cavalry, and the “supplies” were going to be heavy volumes of American ammunition. Thus, LTC
Rufus Lazzell’s 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry was attached to the 1st Brigade to help trap the 272nd. On the 8th, the battalion moved to
Quon Loi to position itself for the operation. The following morning, the vehicles of the “Quarterhorse” moved out of An Loc, en route for
Minh Thanh. About 1100, two troops of the squadron had advanced to a point about halfway between check points TOM and DICK
when they received heavy automatic and recoilless weapons fire. The VC had employed two battalions in a 1,000-meter-long ambush.
As the Quarterhorse fixed the VC in position, Berry moved four infantry battalions into position to ambush the ambushers. The 1st
Battalion, 18th Infantry, moved northeastward from Minh Thanh to block the 272nd’s right flank. Concurrently, the 1st Battalion, 28th
Infantry, flew into an LZ on the left flank. These two battalions blocked in the regiment. About noon, the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry
moved up behind the cavalry to reinforce them. At 1326, Lazzell’s men began their air assault into LZ “NC” behind the VC ambush site
to close the trap. Within an hour, the “Rangers” were on the ground. By this time, however, the VC commander must have suspected
the danger, for his troops had broken contact and started moving northwest. Berry directed Lazzell to cut in behind the fleeing enemy by
moving on foot to LZ “N5.” The movement through the jungle was excruciatingly slow due to the thickness of the foliage, but here and
there, the battalion made contact with groups of VC desperately attempting to escape the sack. As C Company led the battalion through
dense bamboo thickets, it encountered an occupied base camp. The point man signaled to the platoon leader that he heard voices and
the company moved on line to attack, but the VC opened fire first. “I hit the dirt behind a rise,” SP4 Gaylord Courchesne recalled. “I was
so close to one machine-gun, I could hear the Viet Cong talking and changing ammo drums.” Another soldier, PFC William Finley
remembered that, “They had me in a cross fire. I looked back and bullets were hitting the dirt within six inches of my feet. I couldn’t
move.” The lead platoon was pinned down, and things started to get worse. As the commander, Capt. Shelby Mott, moved up the rest
of his company to provide a base of fire, Lazzell also moved forward to control the battle. Closing in to C Company’s position, Lazzell
was struck in the left elbow by a .51-caliber round and had to be evacuated. Ed Yaugo, the S3, took command of the battalion. Yaugo
directed Mott to pull back as he called for air support. Soon, the fighter-bombers were on station blasting the base camp and silencing
the resistance. The “Rangers” then moved into the camp, destroyed its contents, and continued to move. By the time the battalion
reached LZ N5 about 1700, the rest of the ambush zone had been swept by the 1-28 Infantry. The ambush was over. Before dark, Lt.
Col. George M. Wallace arrived to replace Lazzell in command of the 1st Battalion. Over the next two days, the 1st Brigade units
conducted sweeps to harass and pursue the decimated VC regiment. By the time the battle ended, the 272nd had lost almost 300 KIA.
It was later discovered that this loss came from only two of the regiment’s three battalions. On 11 July the 1st Battalion returned to
Quon Loi. Operation EL PASO was a successful operation for the “Big Red One.” While the 1st Infantry Division did not entirely destroy
either the 271st or 272nd Regiments, much less the entire 9th PLAF Division, it did succeed in killing 855 enemy troops, wounding
untold numbers of others, and forcing the 9th Division to retreat into its Cambodian sanctuaries.

Dagwood Dispatches
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The Evolution of the 16th Infantry Regiment

The 1957 ROCID battle group was reorganized in 1960 with the D-Series TOE. The major changes were the addition of a rifle
company and the deletion of a rifle platoon in each company. Also, the new combat support company included heavy mortars, a
reconnaissance platoon, an assault weapons platoon, and a ground surveillance radar section. The battle group was equipped
with the new M14 rifle and M60 machine gun and two M56 Scorpion 90 mm light tanks. Overall, the D-Series organization was
significantly more powerful that its predecessor. The Army Reserve’s 3rd Battle Group, 16th Infantry was the first of the
regimental elements to reorganize under the D-Series TOE, followed by the 1st Battle Group in Germany and finally the 2nd
Battle Group at Fort Riley.

In 1963, the U.S. Army abandoned the unwieldy Pentomic organization for the “H-Series” TOE which brought back the brigade
HHC as a command structure. Three brigades were added to the division and each brigade was to consist, typically, of three
maneuver battalions. The infantry battalions consisted of a large headquarters company and three rifle companies. The
headquarters company consisted of six specialty platoons and a communications section. The rifle companies consisted of three
rifle platoons and a weapons platoon. In 1963, all three existing battalions of the 16th Infantry were reorganized using this basic
TOE. During the fighting in Vietnam in 1965 through 1967, Army leaders realized that the infantry battalions in theater would
benefit greatly from an additional rifle company due to the nature of the mission. Many battalions organized such a company
provisionally using their scout, 81mm mortar, and anti-tank platoons and were using them as a reserve force or for headquarters
security and similar missions. The Army finally authorized the addition of a fourth rifle company for units serving in Vietnam and
on 1 August 1967, the 1st and 2nd Battalions each formed a D Company.

July 2016
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Regimental Tidbits

This picture was snapped on Memorial Day 2016 at
Arlington National Cemetery. It is of SGM Jeffrey Lewis
who is about to present a burial flag to a Soldier’s loved
one. Though SGM Lewis is a member of the 3rd Infantry,
the “Old Guard,” on his chest you will note the regiment to
which this proud soldier lays claim.

MAJ Ed Ziembinski deployed to Iraq last summer and will be
returning stateside soon. He previously sent the Dagwood
Dispatches a photo of a 1-16 IN sign painted on a Jersey
barrier at Camp Buehring, Kuwait. Here is another reminder
that the Iron Rangers were also at the Baghdad Diplomatic
Support Center, the major U.S. Army hub now in Baghdad
Dagwood Dispatches

DMOR Stephen Rabourn has recently published his book
Grease Balls and Lima Beans. The book is a very
readable account of Steve’s experiences as the
Operations Sergeant for 1-16 IN in Vietnam in 1968-69.
The book can be ordered directly from Steve at
carolynlawhon@gmail.com or 520-615-9413.

Here is another find that Ed found while touring Mesopotamia.
If you look closely you will note the Bandito sticker of C/1-16 IN
on an iron beam outside the dining facility at the Baghdad
Diplomatic Support Center in Baghdad. Ed is a former member
of the company and former adjutant of 1-16 IN.
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155th Birthday Celebration in Leavenworth

Richard Cordero performed the honors of cutting the birthday
cake with a replica Civil War-era officer’s sword.

Paul Davis was inducted into the Order of St. Maurice at the
event.

As a way to further recognize the history of the 16th Infantry Regiment and the Soldiers who have served
under its colors for the past 155 years, Adjutant John Schatzel proposed holding a 155th birthday
celebration at the VFW post in Leavenworth, KS. The Kansas City area has quite a few former Rangers
and so it was an opportunity for a number of us to get together and share in the camaraderie of the
Regiment. The event also gave us the opportunity to recognize LTC Paul Davis by inducting him into the
Order of St. Maurice that evening as well. Ranger Richard Cordero (1st Battle Group, 16th Infantry, 195860) was the oldest member present and so did the honors by cutting the cake. The highlight of the
evening however, was the meeting between Smitty Devoe and Bill Orlov who had not seen each other
since 1966. Smitty served as a platoon leader under Bill in A Company, 2nd Battalion in 1965-66.

Membership Application
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _________ Zip: ________________________
Telephone: _________________________________ E-Mail: ______________________________________
Unit (Co., Bn.): ______________________________ Dates of Service w/Regiment: __________________
Spouse’s Name: _____________________________ Highest Rank while with the Regiment: __________
If a new member, recruited by whom? ________________________________________________________
Dues: ________________________
Donation: _____________________
Total Enclosed: $_______________
Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $25.00 per year
payable on 1 January of each year. The dues year runs from 1 January–31 December. If a new member joins the
Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they join prior to 1
September, they are credited with the current year’s dues only. We established this practice because we do not
have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual
basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on
your check and the form.
Please send applications and money to:

Doug Meeks
1745 Belmonte Avenue
Jacksonville, Fl 32207
(904) 396-7132
swamp1sg@aol.com
Dagwood Dispatches
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16th Infantry Regiment Association
307 North Broadway
Leavenworth, KS 66048
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