Dagwood

Dispatches
Vol. 26-No. 4

October 2016

Issue No. 89

NEWSLETTER OF THE 16th INFANTRY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION

Mission: To provide a venue for past and present members of the 16th Infantry Regiment to share
in the history and well-earned camaraderie of the US Army’s greatest regiment.

News from the Front
The 16th Infantry Regiment Association is a Commemorative
Partner with the United States World War I Commemorative
Commission and with the Department of Defense
Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War

Iron Rangers at the National Training Center
Preparatory to their deployment to South Korea in late September, the Soldiers of the1st Battalion, 16th Infantry
conducted a successful rotation to the National Training Center at Fort Irwin,. CA. By all accounts, the Iron Rangers
performed in a superb manner and were declared ready for operations in the Land of the Morning Calm. The
battalion began its deployment in late September and will be in Korea for nine months working for the 2nd Infantry
Division. All Association members should stand by for Operation YULETIDE RANGER in December.
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From the Desk of the President
Fellow Rangers:
So far this year we have celebrated a number of key events in our great Regiment’s history. We
started off by continuing the commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War in which
the 1st and 2nd Battalions participated during 1965-70. This was followed by the dedication of a
plaque at the 1st Battalion headquarters at Fort Riley celebrating the contributions of the 1st, 2nd,
4th, and 5th Battalions in Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm in 1990-91. In March, we
installed another plaque at Columbus, New Mexico, commemorating the 16th Infantry’s
participation in General “Black Jack” Pershing’s Punitive Expedition to find and punish Pancho
Villa and his band who raided Columbus in February 1916. I recount all of this because we have
Steve Clay
three more major celebrations pending next year that we all need to get behind. The first of these is
the 100th birthday celebration of the 1st Infantry Division during “Victory Week” at Fort Riley in June 2017 during
which the Big Red One will formally celebrate its 100th Birthday. The Association is planning an event in tandem with
that event to help the division mark this historic event. The next happening will be the Society of the 1st Infantry
Division’s reunion in Kansas City in which it will also celebrate the division’s birthday. Finally, in November 2017, we
will dedicate a plaque to Corporal James B. Gresham at his family’s home in Evansville, IN. As you will recall Gresham
was one of the first 3 soldiers KIA in World War I, all of whom were from our F Company. Please make plans now for
participating in all these events.
Semper Paratus! Always Ready!
Steven E. Clay
President
October 2016
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From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel
Greetings fellow Rangers!
I am hopeful that this note finds each of you in good health and spirits as the autumn season is
about to descend upon us again. With this September, comes the 15th Anniversary since our
nation was attacked on 9-11. Since that fateful day, our Regiment has adapted to meet the
demands of our Army and Commanders in Chief. It reactivated the 2nd Battalion, Rangers in
2006 and saw it again inactivate in 2015. The 1st Battalion was morphed from a combat ready
mechanized force in 2006 into a professional formation that trained Mobile Training Teams that
deployed as cadre to shadow/provide leadership to either Iraqi or Afghan military or police
forces. Since 2013, our Iron Rangers have returned as a modernized heavy fighting force. In
15 years, our battalions were deployed seven times – the 1st Battalion thrice (once Each for
Operation Iraqi Freedom, Enduring Freedom, and Inherent Resolve) and the 2nd Battalion four
times (twice for OIF, once for OEF, and once in support of Africa Command). Our Iron Rangers Ralph Kauzlarich
at the time of this writing are in the final throes of preparation for deployment to the South Korean Peninsula. As per
our Regiment’s Standing Operating Procedures, it has excelled in all that it has been asked to do, whether in
garrison, combat, or stability operations. I ask that we continue to wrap our arms around our remaining active duty
battalion, the Iron Rangers, and provide them any necessary support and/or mentorship they might require. Our
Regiment takes great pride in taking care of one another. We must not only continue to double down on support to
our active battalion, but also continue to reach out and assist our Regiment’s Veterans, both young and old. In
closing, nominations for the Class of 2017 Distinguished and Honorary Members of the Regiment should be
submitted over the coming months with a deadline of 15 January 2017. Let’s select Enlisted, NCOs and officers alike
this year whose contributions in combat and/or servant leadership clearly set them apart from their peers. The
Honorary Sergeant Major and I sincerely appreciate all that each of you do for our Regiment, the Association, and
our Veterans. We look forward to our next rendezvous in Kansas in 2017. May God’s blessings fall upon each of you
and your Families.

Be well, God Bless, and Semper Paratus!

2015 DMOR/HMR Nominations
Ralph L. Kauzlarich
Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired)
Seventh Honorary Colonel

The Last Full Measure
A new movie titled “The Last Full Measure” is currently undergoing
development for release sometime in 2018. The movie is based on
true events involving C Company, 2-16 Infantry at the Battle of
Courtenay Planation in April 1966. The Last Full Measure is one of the
great untold stories from the Vietnam War. During one of the
bloodiest days of the Vietnam War, Air Force Pararescue Jumper,
A1C William H. Pitsenbarger, saved the lives of several C Company
soldiers who he did not know before being killed in action.
Pitsenbarger is awarded a posthumous Medal of Honor only after a
young Washington bureaucrat teamed with veterans of C Company
and Pitsenbarger’s father convinced Congress to reconsider the
legacy of his sacrifice 34 years after his death. The cast will include
Laurence Fishburne, Robert Duvall, Ed Harris, Morgan Freeman. Our
Second Vice President, Phil Hall, will serve as a technical advisor on
the film.
Dagwood Dispatches

3

October 2016

Actions Taken By Your Association

TAPS

July-August 2016

Daryl J. Farkas
18 August 2015
Tucson, AZ
D/2-16 IN VN 1967-68

LTC (R) Robert “Dan” Frazier
20 July 2016
Fayetteville, GA
A/2-16 IN VN 1967-68

In July, the Governing Board voted to make
Ranger Mike Lukow, our Paralympic archery
champ, a Lie Member of the 16th Infantry
Regiment Association.

Mark DeYoung
13 July 2016
Appleton, WI
A/2-16 IN VN 1969

COL (R) Daniel R. Fake
13 August 2016
Ocala, FL
Cdr, 2-16 IN Desert Storm

The Board has coordinated with the National
World War I Commission for a special World War I
Commemorative Coin that reflects the Regiment’s
service during the Great War 100 years ago. See
details on page 8.
The Association has earmarked $3000 to the 1st
Battalion to assist in upgrades to the 16th Infantry
Regimental Room and other historical displays in
the battalion headquarters.
Adjutant John Schatzel has developed a member
participation incentive plan that will provide
members special benefits for recruiting new
members. More details to follow in the next DD.
Steve Clay is in the process of inventorying the
regimental streamers (we are missing a few) and
upgrading the streamer attachment to the colors.
New streamers will be ordered as soon as the
missing items are determined.

COL (R) Daniel R. Fake, former commander of 2-16 IN
during Desert Storm, passed away on 13 August 13
2016 in Ocala, FL. Dan had a distinguished 30-year
career in the Army serving at duty stations around the
country and world. He retired from the US Army in
2002. His family and friends remember him as stoic,
chivalrous, and humble. He was a great leader, a
family man, and the epitome of an officer and
gentleman. Colonel Fake will be interred at Arlington
National Cemetery. No local services will be held.
Daniel will be interred at Arlington National Cemetery.
The family has requested that memorial donations be
made to Operation Homefront at:

http://www.operationhomefront.net

Association E-Mails

Annual Association Fund & Membership
Drive Begins 1 November

As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail
system to communicate information to our members of
a more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for the
Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65 percent
of our members have provided us an e-mail address
with which to communicate with them on these
messages. If you wish to receive these notices please
provide your e-mail address to
steven.clay@16thinfassn.org
Note: sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses
block these e-mails and will not work.

The annual Association Fund and Membership Drive
will begin on 1 November this year. Members are
urged to send in the membership dues and donations
well before the Christmas season hits. The Association
will be in particular need to help support the Christmas
mail-outs to the Soldiers of the 1st Battalion and the
Regimental Room renovation project. As always
donations for the Wounded Ranger and Memorials
Programs are also solicited. Please give generously.
October 2016

4

Dagwood Dispatches

Upcoming
Reunions in 2014
Ariethal Forest Project, Fléville,
France

Many of our Association members know Damien Georges, former Mayor of Fléville, France, and Honorary Member of
the Regiment (1999). In his permanent job, Mr. Georges is the Forest Master for the Ariethal Forest in the Fléville
area. It is part of the Argonne Forest region of France. All of you should be aware of the significant ties that the 16th
Infantry has with the town of Fléville, so we won’t delve into that here. Suffice it to say that Damien has been working
on a project for a number of years to commemorate the 1st Infantry Division in general for its role in liberating the area
in October 1918. The plan is starting to come to fruition, but still has a ways to go. The basic plan calls for 3 key
components:
•
•
•

The planting of American species trees (Douglad Fir, Red Oak, and Sequoia) to form a giant 1st Division patch.
The patch will be particularly noticable in the fall (i.e., October) when the leaves of the Douglas Firs turn red.
A nature trail network thru the area with signage that not only marks key actions during the fighting there, but also
that tell about the botanical aspects of the area for those who like nature, but may not be so interested in the battle.
An observation tower and interpretive campaign map that will allow one to view the Big Red One patch and most of
the Meuse-Argonne campaign area during the 1st Division’s actions there.

The Governing Board has pledged $1000 to this project but we’d like to do more, especially as the 100th Anniversary
of our actions at Fléville will be celebrated in 2018. Steve Clay will be contacting the Society and the other Association
presidents to see if they will help fund the project as well. Please consider contributing to this worthy project in our
annual fund drive this year and next. For more information, please contact the president, Steve Clay, at:
steven.clay@16thinfassn.org

Major Ed Ziembinski Distinguished CGSC Graduate for 2016
On 15 September, Ranger Ed Ziembinski was awarded the General John J.
Pershing Award as the Distinguished Command and General Staff Officer’s
Course Graduate for 2016. The Pershing Award recognizes the outstanding
student in the distance education mode of the Command and General Staff
Officer Course. The awardee may come from any component or service
and must meet rigorous selection criteria. Selection is based on a student's
entire academic record while enrolled in CGSOC. Ed was nominated by his
instructor due to his Core GPA of 3.98 and an AOC GPA of 4.3. His written
products were outstanding, with an average of 100 on all of his
assignments. He was also noted for his leadership skills as the Chief of
Staff for the Division Major Combat Operations exercise. After a board
within the Department of Distance Education selected the top two students
Ed Received the award from Colonel in his class, a board of the department directors and the Dean of Academics
Douglas C. Cardinale, College Director. selected MAJ Ed Ziembinski as the outstanding student.
Dagwood Dispatches
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Regimental Room Renovation Project
Many of our Association members have had
the opportunity to visit our active duty
Soldiers at Fort Riley. Those who have
visited the 1st Battalion Headquarters (which
also doubles as the Regiment’s home base
headquarters) have been treated to a
wonderful array of artifacts reflecting our
Regiment’s outstanding history.
As is
always the case, over the years such
displays need to be updated renovated,
replaced, and otherwise polished. Toward
that end, with the inactivation of the 2nd
Battalion, the Association has been able to
commit funds to helping the 1st Battalion
upgrade the Regimental Room and other
historical dis-plays in the building. Over the
next three years, under the guiding hands of
LTC Jon Meredith, the commander, and MAJ
Jared Nichols, the XO, the Regimental Room
will be upgraded into a facility that accurately depicts our Regiment’s past. Included in the project are:
New and correct uniform displays; new display cases for inactive battalion colors; new display posts for
inactive company guidons; replacement of worn and faded signage, photos, and other materials; addition
of a GWOT Soldier display; repair/replacement of display cases; new and professionally made frames for
our the display of our 11 Medal of Honor recipients; purchase of missing campaign streamers; and general
makeover (paint, repairs, etc.) to the room itself. The Board has already dedicated $3000 to the effort and is
committed to more next year as necessary. Much of the improvement in the room will be done while the
Iron Rangers are in Korea over the next nine months. Of course, the money for a project like this doesn’t
grow on trees. Please consider an extra amount in your giving during our annual fund drive this fall.

General plan for the upgrade to the Regimental Room

October 2016
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From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6
Fellow Rangers,
Your battalion performed superbly at the National Training Center (NTC) in August. Devil 6 told
the battalion, “I’m going to give you the hardest missions in the worst terrain because you’re the
Iron Rangers and you know how to win.” Devil 6 lived up to his word and the battalion lived up to
their reputation. The Iron Rangers conducted the full spectrum of missions at the National
training Center in temperatures over 105 degrees. The battalion fought a movement to contact, a
deliberate defense, an attack into urban terrain, and a breach against a deliberate defense. We
also conducted two live-fire missions culminating with an attack on an urban center. The
battalion bucked the norm at NTC a got its Infantry squads into the fight in every battle. Attack
LTC Jon Meredith
and Bushmaster Companies performed a seven-kilometer dismounted movement, at night, over
some of the worst terrain the Mojave Desert has to offer. At the end of the march they infiltrated a very large urban
area and fought a four-hour battle. The Opposing Force and Observer Controllers were completely surprised and had
never seen a mechanized force attack in that manner. Bandido Charlie proved decisive and incredibly lethal in every
fight. They attacked into the flank of the enemy during the brigade defense and completed the destruction of the
enemy. The finest performance by a company at NTC however, was turned in by our Forward Support Company, the
Gladiators. The maintainers and supply experts in Gladiator performed brilliantly. At times they were refueling and
rearming other battalions and brigade units as well. The Iron Rangers never went without anything, thanks to their
dedication and expertise. The battalion is currently working the long hours needed to prepare for our rotation to Korea.
We will be stationed at Camp Humphreys in Pyeongtaek south of Seoul after its relief in place with a battalion of the
1st Cavalry Division. Our Soldiers have worked tirelessly to prepare and at this point are sick of pre-deployment
training and just want to get on the airplanes. We had the honor of hosting the D/2-16 reunion this past week here at
the battalion. These Vietnam warriors shared stories and wisdom with the Iron Rangers. It was a great day for all of us
and we appreciate the chance to honor their service and sacrifice. The brotherhood of Soldiers doesn’t seem to fade
with time, it only seems to get stronger. We are proud to continue to bear the standard of the 16th Infantry in the ranks
of our Army. Thank you for being Rangers and for making us better every day and rest assured that the Iron Rangers
are ready to fight on any battlefield. If the North Koreans choose to come south, they won’t get farther than the 1-16
Infantry.
Semper Paratus!
LTC Jon Meredith
Iron Ranger 6
1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment

New Presidential Unit Citations
HURTGEN FOREST & WEISWILER 1944

NISCEMI, SICILY 1943

In accordance with new regulations issued by the Department of the Army, the Center of Military History
recently announced that the 16th Infantry Regiment is authorized two additional Presidential Unit
Citations for its actions in World War II. Two of our World War II citations were written up as if two
battalions had earned the recognition for the same actions. Under the new guidelines, those PUCs were
broken out separately so now the 2nd Battalion has received individual recognition for its actions at
Niscemi, Sicily in 1943 and at Weiswiler in the Hürtgen Forest in 1944. This now brings the regiment’s
awards total to seven Presidential Unit Citations earned at the regiment or battalion level. The only other
US Army regiment to exceed that number is the 75th Ranger Regiment, but, well, you know how that
goes . . . (there’s a reason--more than one really). Both the 31st Infantry and the 7th Cavalry can boast
six, then everybody else follows. When one adds up the Distinguished Unit Awards, Meritorious Unit
Commendations, Valorous Unit Awards, Superior Unit Awards, Foreign Awards and campaign
Streamers this Regiment has earned, one could reasonably argue that the 16th Infantry is indeed the
“most decorated” regiment in the US Army. Another reason for all Rangers to hold their heads high and
be proud of their service with such an outstanding regiment.
Dagwood Dispatches
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Anthony J. Prahl Square, Gognies, Belgium

HMOR Jordan Edelstein, at Prahl Square, Gognies, France

1st Lt. Anthony J. Prahl
H Company, 16th Infantry, WWII

On 11 September 2016, the town square in Gognies, France/Belgium, was named for 1st Lt. Anthony J.
Prahl, 16th Infantry Regiment. Prahl served with H Company as a heavy mortar platoon leader in WWII and
supported the 2nd Battalion’s destruction of a German regiment just north of Gognies on 3 September 1944
after liberating the town. Honorary Member Jordan Edelstein, Prahl’s grandson, attended the ceremony.

New World War I 100th Anniversary Commemorative Coin

Reverse

Obverse

For the 2017 Regimental challenge coin, the Board has approved the limited purchase of 100 coins
as illustrated above. The coin celebrates the 100th Anniversary of the16th Infantry Regiment’s
participation in World War I. The coins are produced by the approved vendor for the United States
World War I Commemorative Commission and will be available this fall. If you wish to order one of
these beautiful coins, please contact Phil Hall at: pjatlarge@yahoo.com of call him at: 920-6992862. You can also write Phil at:
208 Hunters Glen Lane
Johnson Creek, WI 53038
October 2016
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Wounded Ranger Program Honoree Competes in 2017 Paralympics in Rio

SSG Michael Lukow, our 2016 Wounded Ranger Program honoree, competed in the 2016 Paralympics in
Rio this September as a member of Team USA. He is an active duty member of the U.S. Army’s World
Class Athlete Program. He competed in the Paralympic sport of Archery in the Recurve Division. SSG
Lukow was seriously wounded while serving with 2-16 Infantry in Iraq in January 2008.
The Wounded Ranger Program was first established in 2012. It is an annual effort by the 16th Infantry
Regiment Association to bring critically wounded members of the 16th Infantry to the Annual Reunion where
we can honor them for their sacrifice to the Regiment, the Army, and the country. The program provides
funding for air fare, lodging, meals, and selected Reunion expenses for current or former members of the
16th Infantry, and wives if applicable, that meet certain criteria. The wounds received by the Solder must
have been sustained under combat conditions as a result of direct or indirect enemy action, or for reasons
that resulted from real or potential and immediate threat of enemy action (i.e., overturned vehicle moving to
engage the enemy on patrol or similar circumstance). Additional details about the Wounded Ranger
Program can be found on the Association website.
We are currently in the process of identifying candidates to honor at the 2017 Annual Reunion in Kansas
City. If you have a candidate in mind for the Wounded Ranger Program, please contact the Chair of the
Wounded Ranger Program, Bob Hahn by mail, phone, or email at:
Robert Hahn
11169 Lake Chapel Lane
Reston, VA 20191-4719
H: 202-360-7885
robert.hahn@clovispointsolutions.com
You can also make a donation directly to the Wounded Ranger Program by mail or using the link on the
Association website. http://16thinfassn.org/donation.php
2016
2015
2014
2013

2012
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Wounded Ranger Program Honorees
SSG Michael Lukow (Irag, 2008)
SGT Charlie Caldera (Vietnam, 196X)
SGT Michael Fradera (Iraq, 2007)
1LT Nathan A. Rimpf (Afghanistan 2012)
SPC Patrick Hanley (Iraq, 2008)
SPC Joseph Mixson (Iraq, 2007)
Name 1 (yyyy,20xx)
Name 2 (yyyy, 20xx)
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Ranger Profile

Ranger Profile

1

RHQ

MG (R) Frederick W. Gibb

MAJ Edward O. Ziembinski

Frederick W. Gibb graduated from the United States
Military Academy in 1933 and was assigned to the
Infantry. His first assignment was to the 20th Infantry
at Fort Frances E. Warren, WY, and he later served
with the 65th Infantry in Puerto Rico until December
1940. In January 1941 he reported to the 16th Infantry
at Fort Devens and was assigned as Commander, E
Company. In May he was reassigned as the
Regimental S1 and held that position until December
when he was made the S3. Gibb served as the S3 for
Operation Torch after which he was picked to move up
to be the 1st Division G3. In that job he planned for the
fighting in Tunisia and the Sicily invasion and was
responsible for planning the division’s invasion plan for
Normandy. On 9 July 1944 Gibb was reassigned as
the Commander, 16th Infantry and led the regiment
through the fighting of the Normandy breakout, Mons,
Stolberg Corridor, Hürtgen Forest, the Ardennes, the
Rhineland,
the
Harz
Mountains,
and
into
Czechoslovakia. Following World War II, Gibb served
in numerous assignments with the Army General Staff
the Joint Staff, Allied Land Forces, Southeastern
Europe and the Army Combat Development
Experimentation Center On 1 August 1959, he was
promoted to major general, and on 4 December
assigned as Commanding General, 2nd Infantry
Division at Fort Benning. He retired in June 1961.
General Gibb’s decorations included the Distinguished
Service Medal, the Silver Star, the Legion of Merit
(1OLC), the Bronze Star Medal with V Device (2OLC),
and the Combat Infantryman Badge among others.

Ed Ziembinski enlisted in the US Army in 2003 and
attend Basic Training at Fort Jackson. He was soon
selected for OCS and was commissioned in the
Infantry in 2004. After OBC he was assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 16th Infantry at Fort Riley, KS, at the
Assistant S1 and later as a Platoon Leader in C
Company. He was soon reassigned as the C Company
XO, then Battalion S1, and finally commanded C
Company from September 2006 to July 2007. In
August 2007 he left active duty and joined the Kansas
National Guard where he was initially assigned in
order as the Assistant G3, 35th Infantry Division, S1
for the 1-108th Aviation, and G3 Mentor, RCAC,
JFHQ, Kansas ARNG. In April 2009, Ed returned to
active duty and deployed to Afghanistan where he
worked as a G3 Mentor to units of the Afghan National
Army partnered with the 4th Brigade, 82nd Airborne
Division. After his return to the states in 2010, he was
reassigned to the 35th Infantry Division headquarters
as the G3 Current Operations Battle captain until
returning once again to active duty as a ARNG Title 10
officer. From 2111-2014 he was assigned to Fort
Leavenworth as the Reserve Component Integration
Officer at the School of Advanced Leadership and
Tactics at CGSC. In 2015, Ed deployed to Camp
Arifjan, Kuwait on his second overseas tour, this time
in support of Operation INHERENT RESOLVE. He
returned from Kuwait and is now assigned as the
Missile Defense Officer, USNORTHCOM at Peterson
Air Force Base, CO. His awards include the Bronze
Star, MSM (4OLC) and EIB among many others.

2016 Membership Renewal
Just a reminder that the membership year now runs from 1 January to 1 January and dues are $25.00 per year. Please
take the time now to write a check for $25.00 to the “16th Infantry Regiment Association” and send it to:
Doug Meeks, 1745 Belmonte Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207, H: 904-396-7132
You can renew also renew on line at: http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php

October 2016
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Operation ATTLEBORO 6-25 November 1966

After suffering severe defeats at the hands of the 1st Infantry Division in the late summer of 1966, Gen. Nguyen Chi
Thanh, COSVN commander, wanted a much-needed victory against U.S. forces in the III CTZ. In September, Nguyen
learned that the green 196th Infantry Brigade, just arrived from the United States, had occupied the base camp at Tay
Ninh. Here, he believed, was an excellent opportunity for a veteran unit to trap and crush some inexperienced
newcomers and achieve a propaganda coup. Not surprisingly, Nguyen gave the mission to Sen. Col. Hoang Cam’s 9th
PLAF Division. Though Cam’s division had been fairly thrashed and weakened during the spring and summer scraps
with the “Big Red One,” Nguyen still considered the 9th Division his most experienced and reliable unit. Throughout the
summer and early fall, Cam had worked tirelessly to rebuild his division for further operations in War Zone C. By
September, the 9th Division, reconstituted largely by NVA replacements, was once again capable of large-scale
operations. Therefore, in October, Nguyen directed Cam to seek out and destroy the 196th Infantry Brigade, as well as
the 5th Special Forces camp at Suoi Da and several Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) posts in the province.
Cam’s plan involved three separate thrusts: The 272nd Regiment’s mission was to attack the CIDG posts at Suoi Cao,
thirty miles southeast of Tay Ninh City; the 101st PAVN Regiment, still attached to Cam from the 7th PAVN Division, was
assigned the job of destroying the Special Forces camp at Suoi Da; and the 271st Regiment, the main effort, was to
attack the 196th’s base camp, then draw the unsuspecting American reaction force battalions into a trap and annihilate
them. The 196th Infantry Brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen. Edward H. de Saussure, was a newly arrived, therefore
“green” unit. Nevertheless, de Saussure initiated Operation ATTLEBORO in mid-September to conduct sweeps around
the Tay Ninh base camp as a training effort.
(Continued on page 12)
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Operation Attleboro (Continued)
The month-long series of sweeps were largely unproductive, but on 23 October a 196th battalion discovered large supply caches and
de Saussure was authorized to expand ATTLEBORO to a brigade-size mission on 30 October. Three more battalions departed for Dau
Tieng, leaving the 196th‘s Tay Ninh base camp defended by only the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry. On 2 November, the brigade
conducted a complicated S&D sweep to the northwest of Dau Tieng and bumped into the 101st PAVN Regiment, apparently en route
to attack the Soui Da Special Forces camp. The situation quickly went sour for de Saussure, especially since Colonel Cam now
decided to direct more units of his 9th Division to attack the hapless 196th Brigade. On 4 November, the 101st Regiment ambushed
the 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry, pinned it down, and inflicted serious casualties. Meanwhile, de Saussure piecemealed units into the
fight, and the effort went from bad to worse. Throughout the day, de Saussure had several visitors to his CP, including Maj. Gen.
William E. Dupuy, commander of the 1st Infantry Division, and each visitor came away convinced that the 196th Brigade was bungling
the situation. The acting commander of the II Field Force, Maj. Gen. Frederick C. Weyand, contacted Dupuy to get his read on the
situation, after which, he directed Dupuy to relieve de Saussure and have the 1st Infantry Division take over the operation that
afternoon. As the 196th attempted to disengage from the enemy, Dupuy moved the “Big Red One” into positions to take on the 9th
Division. On 5 November, he ordered Col. Marks’ “Iron Brigade” to the Suoi Da Special Forces camp and the 2nd Brigade, under Lt.
Col. Sam S. Walker, to deploy to Dau Tieng. When he received Dupuy’s order to move the 2nd Brigade to Dau Tieng on the 5th,
Walker selected LTC William S. Hathaway’s 2-16 IN to move first to secure the staging area there. The 2nd Battalion arrived at Dau
Tieng about 1845 and formed a defensive perimeter to protect the entry of the rest of the brigade. The next battalion into Dau Tieng
was the 2-18 IN “Vanguards.” The brigade’s remaining battalion, 1-18, had been attached to Marks’ 3rd Brigade, so the following
morning, LTC George M. Wallace’s 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, was attached to the 2nd Brigade and sent to Dau Tieng. For the entire
ATTLEBORO period then, both “Ranger” battalions operated under the control of the 2nd Brigade. At 1350 on 6 November, Wallace’s
battalion was designated as the brigade ready reaction force (RRF) and remained at Dau Tieng. The other two battalions (2-16 and 218) were ordered to insert into LZs northwest of Dau Tieng that afternoon. About 1605, Hathaway’s troops were picked up by UH-1
Hueys and winged their way to LZ JOE to begin S&D sweeps toward Objective TANGO. Intensive artillery and air preparation fires
blasted the areas around the LZ, but as the choppers approached, VC troops, apparently lying in wait, opened up with all they had.
Leaning out the side of his “slick” (a transport Huey without armament) , SSG Ferrel Johnson eyed the spot were his company was to
land. He recalled, “As soon as we were within range, the VC opened up on all sides with small arms and automatic weapons. They
tried their best to keep us right on those choppers.” But the enemy fire failed to stop the “Rangers” who leaped from the helicopters and
assaulted. “Everybody was on line and walking towards the bunkers. The VC really got shook up when we just walked right at them
firing,” said PFC Doug J. Landry. “Then a machine-gun opened up on us and Sgt. [Clarence A.] Newton and I started firing at it, but it
just wouldn’t quit. The VC machine-gunner got right on top of the bunker and aimed for our CO. He forgot to pay any attention to us—
that was a fatal mistake.” Once the entire battalion was on the ground, Hathaway had his troops conduct searches around the
immediate perimeter. The effort recovered twelve bodies with their weapons, but the numerous blood trails indicated that VC casualties
from the artillery fire were much greater than that. Nightfall prevented a more thorough search and only enough time for the battalion to
develop an effective NDP. The following morning, Wallace’s 1st Battalion also landed at LZ JOE and passed through the 2-16 en route
for OBJ TANGO to the northeast. Wallace’s movement confirmed that many other VC were killed by the artillery preparation. The
combined search efforts of both battalions revealed a total of sixty-five enemy KIA. By 1305, Wallace was on TANGO with no further
contact. Both battalions conducted S&D sweeps throughout the day and each located a base camp and supplies, all of which were
destroyed. That night, a patrol from the 1st Battalion detained a man who turned out to be an enemy soldier. The man was later
identified as a lieutenant in the 101st PAVN Regiment, the first indication that NVA regulars were involved in this operation. The
following day (8 November), Wallace and Hathaway were both alerted for another air assault mission set for 1200 on 9 November. This
time, the 1st Battalion went into LZ HOTEL first. As before, a concentrated artillery preparation preceded the insertion, but this time,
the battalion went in with no resistance—at least initially. Only after the choppers began to lift off, did the VC respond, and then with
only sporadic small arms fire. Once again, immediate patrols discovered a base camp that indicated recent occupation, and at one
location, ten bicycles abandoned by their owners. About 1500, the 2nd Battalion inserted into HOTEL, followed by the 2nd Brigade
tactical CP (TAC CP). The 1st Battalion assumed the north side of the perimeter, the 2nd Battalion the south, and both settled in to
conduct a series of recon and ambush patrols that afternoon and evening. The brigade NDP was probed several times that night,
resulting in several sharp bursts of fire around the perimeter. The light of the following morning revealed five enemy bodies. As on the
previous two days, the sweeps conducted on 10 November uncovered tunnels, ammunition, and other supplies but resulted in no
significant contact with enemy forces. It seemed as if the enemy had just melted into the surrounding terrain. Additional efforts over the
next two days still failed to lure the 101st Regiment into battle, so the 2nd Brigade extracted both battalions back to Dau Tieng on 12
November for refitting and preparation for operations in another area. This duty was followed by S&D efforts by 1-16 near LZ PINE and
the reversion of 2-16 to brigade RRF until 20 November. Over the next five days, both battalions engaged in several air assault
operations followed up by S&D sweeps, but no further significant contact was made with the enemy. The reason there was so little
contact was because Sen. Col. Cam’s 9th PLAF Division was in high gear, headed for the Cambodian border. The combined efforts of
the “Big Red One” had resulted in 1,106 known enemy KIA, 300 of those accounted for by the battalions of the 2nd Brigade. What
started off as a gambit to severely defeat or destroy a green U.S. infantry brigade, ended up as another severe thrashing of the 9th
PLAF Division and resulted in its temporary expulsion into Cambodian sanctuaries. The COSVN supply system and infrastructure also
suffered significant losses. In his after action report for Operation ATTLEBORO, Col. Walker also related that mechanized infantry
could be used in the sparse jungle areas of Tay Ninh province, especially in the large rubber plant complexes. This recommendation
would ultimately bear fruit in the 1st Division and would have an impact on the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry. The 1-16 IN would become a
mechanized battalion—but not until 10 months later.
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The Evolution of the 16th Infantry Regiment

When the 1st Battalion deployed to Vietnam, it went as a standard conventional infantry battalion organized under the E-Series
TOE (see the July 2016 Dagwood Dispatches). In October 1968, the 1st Battalion swapped colors and designations with the 5th
Battalion (Mechanized), 60th Infantry which became the new 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 16th Infantry. The battalion soon took
on the nickname, “Iron Rangers” as a result. The unit was initially organized as shown above with three line companies. Unlike
the standard infantry battalions, the mechanized battalions were not supposed to form a new D Company. Apparently, 1-16 IN
did form a fourth company, however.

In the post-Vietnam period, all battalions of the 16th Infantry (less the Army Reserve’s 3rd Battalion), became mechanized
formations when the 1st Infantry Division was reorganized as a mechanized division in April 1970. The division’s new mission
was focused on reinforcing NATO against the threat of Soviet invasion. As a result, the 1st and 2nd Battalions were organized
under the new “H-Series” TOE. This organization was very heavily armed and equipped with 18 TOW wire-guided missile
systems for addressing the preponderance of Soviet tanks and other armored forces. A new Combat Support Company included
a scout platoon, heavy mortar platoon, an anti-armor platoon, and a Redeye section to address the increased Soviet airpower.

October 2016

13

Dagwood Dispatches

100th Birthday Reunion for the 1st Infantry Division
Kansas City, 26-30 July 2017

Kansas City’s famous Union Station is across the
street from the reunion Hotel. Great Shopping.

Kansas City Westin Hotel at Crown Center

Rangers! Next year, the reunion of the Society of the 1st Infantry Division will be held
at the Westin Kansas City Hotel at Crown Plaza in downtown Kansas City, MO, 24-30 July
2017. THIS REUNION IS MUST ATTEND EVENT!! As former members of the finest
Regiment of the best division in the world, we all need to make our best effort to attend the
BIG RED ONE’s 100th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION. We anticipate that this reunion will be
the largest in several decades. Events will include a day trip out to Fort Riley to meet with the
Soldiers of the 1st Infantry Division, a division World War I memorial dedication at the
National World War I Museum, and several tours of the Kansas City area, in addition to all the
regular reunion events. Part of the effort at this reunion will be to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of the 1st Division’s (and our Regiment’s, of course) participation in World War I.
Luckily, right next door to the reunion hotel is the outstanding National World War I Museum
and Liberty Memorial. Please begin making plans now to attend this superb and once in a
lifetime event.

The National World War I Museum and Liberty Memorial are next door to the reunion hotel.
October 2016
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Memorial Plaques for 2017

The Robinson Plaque

The Gresham Plaque

The Governing Board is working on new memorials to commemorate two significant members of the
regiment who played important roles in the history of the 16th Infantry. The first of these is a plaque
which will be placed on the home of Corporal James B. Gresham, F Company, 16th Infantry. Gresham was
one of the first three American soldiers killed in World War I. His mother’s home in Evansville, IN, is now
used as a veteran’s assistance center by that city and is named for him. The plaque will be dedicated on 3
November 2017, the 100th Anniversary of his death. The second plaque is for SSG James W. Robinson, Jr.
who was awarded the Medal of Honor for his heroic actions on 11 April 1966 at the Battle of Courtenay
Plantation. The plaque is being placed at a memorial park in his boyhood home of Westmont, IL, in
cooperation with American Legion Post 338 in Westmont. The actual date of the dedication ceremony is
yet to be determined as American Legion Post 338 is still coordinating the details and requirements with
the town of Westmont. Members of the Association are requested to try and attend these events,
especially if they are in your home state/area.

Membership Application
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _________ Zip: ________________________
Telephone: _________________________________ E-Mail: ______________________________________
Unit (Co., Bn.): ______________________________ Dates of Service w/Regiment: __________________
Spouse’s Name: _____________________________ Highest Rank while with the Regiment: __________
If a new member, recruited by whom? ________________________________________________________
Dues: ________________________
Donation: _____________________
Total Enclosed: $_______________
Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $25.00 per year
payable on 1 January of each year. The dues year runs from 1 January–31 December. If a new member joins the
Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they join prior to 1
September, they are credited with the current year’s dues only. We established this practice because we do not
have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual
basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on
your check and the form.
Please send applications and money to:

Doug Meeks
1745 Belmonte Avenue
Jacksonville, Fl 32207
(904) 396-7132
swamp1sg@aol.com
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16th Infantry Regiment Association
307 North Broadway
Leavenworth, KS 66048
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