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From the Desk of the President
Fellow Rangers:
It is my sad duty to report the passing of Colonel (R) Gerald K. Griffin. “Jerry” as he was known to
us, was the primary founder of the 16th Infantry Regiment Association. He and four others
founded the Association in 1989 and formalized it as a charitable veterans organization with the
IRS in 1990. Jerry also served as the Honorary Colonel of the Regiment for 10 years (27 Sep 96-2
Aug 06) which well may be a record (the regulation actually limits an individual to six years, but as
we all know, that would not stop Jerry!). Jerry was a man of action. He did not talk about things we
should do, he did them. His influence on this organization was enormous and almost all of the
customs, traditions, and programs established for this Association were his. As one of our members
said recently, the 16th Infantry Regiment Association was “Jerry’s baby.” While he was active, his
Steve Clay
everyday activities often seemed to be focused on improving the size of our membership, the quality
of our programs, and the care and assistance we can provide our active duty soldiers as well as our own former
Rangers. Jerry was a man people seemed to love—or not—but no one would argue that Jerry was not a strong leader or
did not look out for the best interests of the Association and its members. And he was always about the REGIMENT. As
he liked to say, “We are ALL Rangers, not A Company Rangers, or B Company Rangers, or 4th Battalion Rangers.
This is a Regiment and we need to remember it and celebrate it that way.” God bless you Jerry and thank you for all
you did for the Regiment.
Semper Paratus! Always Ready!
Steven E. Clay
President
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From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel
Dear Fellow Rangers,
These past three months have been filled with productive activity in the
Regiment and the Regimental Association. Everything from an “Iron Ranger”
Change of Command to the nominations of our Class of 2018 Distinguished and
Honorary Members of the Regiment. I would be remiss to not mention up front the
passing of Colonel Gerald K. Griffin, U.S. Army (Retired), the 4th Honorary Colonel
of the Regiment and an absolute stalwart leader of our 16th Infantry Regimental
Association. Our strength today was truly built by his tenacious leadership and
love for the Veterans and Active Duty Soldiers and their Families of our 16th
Infantry Regiment. Truly a one of a kind leader, Colonel Griffin was a national
treasure. May we never forget his untiring commitment to our Regiment.

Ralph Kauzlarich
On Friday, 2 March 2018, the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment held its Iron Ranger 6 Change of
Command. After a very successful command that included a flawless deployment to the peninsula of South
Korea, Lieutenant Colonel Jon W. Meredith relinquished command to Lieutenant Colonel Drew R. Conover.
Well done Jon and welcome Drew to our Army’s most decorated Regiment!
Regarding our Class of 2018 Distinguished and Honorary Members of the Regiment, the Honorary
Sergeant Major and I just requested that the Big Red One Commanding General approve nine Distinguished
and one Honorary Member be added to our 16th Infantry Regimental Rolls. The following individuals were
recommended for the designation as Distinguished Members of the Regiment:
Name
CPT George C. Steinberg
LTC (R) Trevor A. Howard
Mr. Richard M. Airoldi
Mr. Edward N. Skiles
LTG (R) John P. Otjen
COL (R) Thomas S. Hollis
MAJ (R) Ronald A. Brock
SGM (R) Todd E. Ziegler
MAJ Edward O. Ziembinski

Service Period in the Regiment
Vietnam (posthumous promotion/awarded DSC)
Vietnam
Vietnam
Vietnam
Cold War
Operation Iraqi Freedom
Operation Iraqi Freedom
Operation Iraqi Freedom
Operation Iraqi/Enduring Freedom

Mr. Cecil W. Parrish was recommended for the distinction of Honorary Member of the Regiment. With
that, it is Sergeant Major Pendleton’s and my intent to induct each new member during a ceremony that will
occur in early August at Fort Riley, Kansas during the 1st Infantry Division’s Victory Week. Details to follow
as soon as possible as we want to deconflict our Fort Riley Rendezvous with the Society of the 1st Infantry
Division’s 99th annual reunion in Lombard, Illinois, 1-5 August 2018. Like last year, I ask that you visit
www.1stid.org/membership/annual-reunion/ to learn about what again will be another phenomenal “Big Red
One” event.
Thanks for what you do! There is no greater Regiment than ours and it is all because of people like you.
God Bless & Semper Paratus!

Ralph L. Kauzlarich
Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired)
Seventh Honorary Colonel
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Actions Taken By Your Association

TAPS
COL (R) Gerald K. Griffin
10 Mar 2018
Leesburg, VA
A/2-16 IN VN 1966

Vron Mishler
16 Dec 2016
Shipshewana, IN
A/2-16 IN VN 1969

Alvin Brown
28 Jan 2018
Palmyra, IN
C/2-16 IN VN 1965-66

Mike Catron
11 Dec 2016
Frederick, MD
A/2-16 IN VN 1968-69

George Hanggi
4 Jan 2018
Ponca City, OK
C/16 IN WWII 1944-45

CSM (R) George J. Marlett
31 Oct 2017
Opelika, AL
B/16IN WWII 1944-45

January-March 2018
Three Association members were awarded the
Semper Paratus award in February. They were Ray
Lambert, Steve Rabourn, and Dan Durand.
In March, the Board purchased two new guidons
representing HQ for the 3rd and 4th Battalions for
the guidon display.

Five Association members attended the 1st
Battalion change of command on 2 march. They
were: Bill Derrig, John Schatzel, Ted Baer, Tom
Pendleton, and Steve Clay.
The Board prepared five 2018 DMOR packets and
forwarded them for approval to the Honorary
Colonel.
The Board has purchased two copies of Blood and
Sacrifice as gifts for LTC Meredith and Major
Nichols, outgoing commander and XO for the 1st
Battalion.

John Hohman, 2018 Emeritus

The Board has been working with Major Nichols to
provide $2000 to the battalion to complete phase II
of the Regimental Room upgrade.
Steve Clay has been working with the printer to
explore was of reducing publishing costs for the
Dagwood Dispatches.

John Hohman has been selected by the Governing
Board to be a 20118 Emeritus. John served with C
Company, 1st Battalion in Vietnam in 1968. He is a
Life Member of the Association and a DMOR since
2015. John has showed a remarkable support for
the Regiment and our Association by representing
the 16th Infantry with a wreath laying at the annual
D-Day ceremonies at Omaha Beach for many
years. The designation of Emeritus Saltuarius
Honorabilis (i.e., Honorable Former Ranger) is the
highest honor that the Association can bestow on
its members. Established in November 2012, the
distinction is typically intended to honor
Association members and former Soldiers who
have rendered great service to their nation,
community, and/or to the Association. Typical
recipients include former Association presidents,
Honorary Colonels, general officers and soldiers
who once served with the Regiment and went on
to higher achievements.
Dagwood Dispatches

Association E-Mails
As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail
system to communicate information to our members of
a more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for the
Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65 percent
of our members have provided us an e-mail address
with which to communicate with them on these
messages. If you wish to receive these notices please
provide your e-mail address to
steven.clay@16thinfassn.org
Note: sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses
block these e-mails and will not work.
4

April 2018

From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6

LTC Jon Meredith

LTC Jon Meredith prepares to hand over the colors to LTC
Drew Conover at King Field House on 2 March.

LTC Conover makes a few remarks at the
Custer House reception.

LTC Drew Conover, Our New Iron Ranger Commander
LTC Drew Conover assumed command of the 1st Battalion from LTC Jon Meredith in ceremonies at King Field House at
Fort Riley on 2 March. In 2001 Colonel Conover graduated from the Virginia Military Institute where earned a
commission as an Infantry Officer. Following completion of Infantry Officer Basic Course and Ranger School at Fort
Benning, GA, LTC Conover was assigned to 1st Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division where he
served as a Rifle Platoon Leader and Company Executive Officer throughout a combat deployment to Iraq from 20032004. LTC Conover later served as the Battalion S4 before returning to Fort Benning for attendance at the Infantry
Captains Career Course (ICCC). Upon completion of ICCC, LTC Conover was assigned to 1st Battalion, 22nd Infantry
Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division where he served as the Battalion Assistant S3 and
Mechanized Company Commander throughout combat deployments to Iraq in 2006 and 2008. LTC Conover then
attended the Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas where he completed Intermediate
Level Education (ILE) and the School of Advanced Military Studies (SAMS). LTC Conover was then assigned to 4th
Brigade (Light), 4th Infantry Division where he served as the Brigade Planner and later, the Operations and Executive
Officer for 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment throughout deployments to Afghanistan in 2012 and 2014. His final
assignment in the 4th Infantry Division was as the Executive Officer to the Commanding General. His most recent
assignment was with the United States European Command (USEUCOM) where he served as the lead planner for
Counterterrorism Operations. Lieutenant Colonel Conover's awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal
(4OLC), Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (1OLC), Ranger Tab, Combat Infantryman's
Badge, Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge. He holds a BA in Business and Economics from the Virginia Military
Institute and a Masters of Military Arts from the School of Advanced Military Studies. LTC Conover is married to his
wife Joette and has one daughter, Kirsten (11).
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COL (R) Gerald K. Griffin -- Soldier, Leader, Founder

Gerald K. Griffin was born on 14 August 1936 in Baltimore, MD. He initially enlisted in the National Guard on
25 August 1953, just after his seventeenth birthday. From that point on, Jerry’s life was defined by service to
the United States of America and to his fellow soldiers. In January 1956, he further enlisted in the Regular
Army and was soon identified as true leader of men. As such, he attended the Officer’s Candidate School at
Fort Benning, GA, and was commissioned in the Infantry on 24 June 1959. He immediately married Miss
Patricia Raines (who we all have since come to know and love and refer to as “Saint Patricia” for her
amazing patience and grace—just the kind of gal Jerry needed). Not one to avoid hard duty, Jerry
volunteered for Special Forces and was transferred in May 1962 to Okinawa where he was assigned to the
1st Special Forces Group. While there, he deployed on two tour “short” tours to Vietnam before the major
deployment of US forces there began in 1965. He was assigned as a Team XO for one tour and as
commander of an A Team on the next. On his departure from Okinawa in 1965, Jerry was sent back to
Vietnam where he was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry. With the Rangers, Jerry served as the A
Company commander from October 1965 to May 1966. He was next assigned as the battalion S3 until June
when he was selected to be the aide to MG William E. Dupuy, the CG of the 1st Infantry Division. From 1967
to 1971, he served in various staff assignments, as an instructor and as an advisor until he was sent to Fort
Bragg, NC, and assigned to the 82nd Airborne Division. There he served as the Executive Officer of the 2nd
Battalion (Airborne), 508th Infantry until 1974 when he was transferred to Korea. In Korea, Jerry was tapped
to be the G1 for the 2nd Infantry Division at Camp Casey. On his return from the Land of the Morning Calm in
1975, Jerry was sent to the 101st Airborne Division at Fort Campbell, KY, where he was selected to
command the 1st Battalion (Air Assault), 503rd Infantry. Upon his successful battalion command, Jerry was
transferred in 1977 to Peoria, IL, where commanded the US Army Recruiting Command’s Central US
Recruiting District. Jerry next served as the Infantry Branch Chief, and later as the Chief of the Personnel
Actions/Professional Development Division at the US Army Military Personnel Center in Washington, DC.
After attendance at the War College, He was assigned to Headquarters, First US Army at Fort McPherson,
GA, where was assigned as the First Army Assistant Chief of Staff for Personnel/G1. He retired from the US
Army on 30 November 1984 after 31 years of service to the nation. While in service, Jerry was awarded the
Silver Star for Valor, Legion of Merit (1OLC), Distinguished Flying Cross (1OLC), Bronze Star for Valor
(3OLC), Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal (14 OLC) Army Commendation Medal (1OLC), and Purple Heart
among many others. He was also awarded the Combat Infantryman Badge, Ranger Tab, and Master
Parachutist Badge. Jerry’s service to and with soldiers did not end in 1984. On retirement, Jerry went to
work for the Vinnell Corporation and went to Saudi Arabia where was assigned as the Director of Training
for the Saudi Arabian National Guard Modernization Program. He performed that task for four years until he
returned to the United States in 1989 and worked as the Senior Vice President for an international
outplacement firm for executives in the Washington, DC, area. In 1989, Jerry, along with four other former
16th Infantrymen, established the 16th Infantry Regiment Association at Fort Washington, MD. Jerry served
as the Honorary Colonel of the 16th Infantry for almost 10 years, from 27 September 1996 to 2 August 2006.
Through his leadership and sense of service to soldiers, especially those of the 16th Infantry for whom he
felt an exceptional kinship, he helped build what has arguably become the best Regimental Association in
the US Army. It was a fitting achievement for a man who loved his fellow Soldiers and the Regiment. For all
Jerry did for the nation, his soldiers, this Association, and most all for his family, may God rest his soul
peacefully. He will be missed. Col Griffin (Jerry) left behind his wife Patricia and daughters Stacey and
Leslie. His son Jerry, was a San Diego police officer that was killed in the line of duty in 2003. Jerry will be
buried in Arlington National Cemetery with full honors. For more information, including the date and time of
Jerry’s funeral, please visit www.colonialfuneralhome.com
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Ranger Profile
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Captain George C. Steinberg

Richard M. Airoldi

Captain George C. Steinberg was born (as Juris
Steinberg) in German-occupied Latvia during World
War II. His family left Latvia in 1944 as the Russian
Red Army approached and moved to Germany. After
the war, his family emigrated to the United States in
1957 and settled in Milwaukee, WI, where Juris (who
had now adopted the American name “George”) went
to Riverside High School. He later attended the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee where he earned a
commission in the infantry through the ROTC program
in 1963. After the Infantry Officer Basic Course,
Steinberg was transferred to Fort Riley, KS, where he
was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry. As a
platoon leader in C Company, Steinberg arrived in
Vietnam in July 1965 as part of the first troops of the
1st Infantry Division to arrive for service there. I
December 1965, he was leading a patrol when the unit
safely and successfully freed two American and one
Vietnamese civilians being held captive by the Viet
Cong. In April 1966, he was leading his platoon in a
combat area east of Saigon during Operation
ABILENE when C Company ran into its prey, the Viet
Cong Regular Force D-800 Battalion. Steinberg
heroically led his men through a very difficult battle.
Ultimately, he was killed in action and awarded the
Distinguished Citation Cross.

Richard Airoldi was drafted into the US Army in
September 1967. He completed basic combat training
(BCT) at Fort Leonard Wood, MO, after which he
attended Advanced Individual Training (AIT) at Fort
Polk, LA. Rick was then transferred to Vietnam in
February 1968 and was assigned to B Company, 2nd
Battalion, 16th Infantry in the 1st Infantry Division. On
his assignment to B Company, he was further assigned
to the mortar platoon and rose from ammo bearer to
gunner and finally to squad leader the end of his tour.
During this one-year period (Feb 68 to Feb 69), Rick
and B Company were involved in numerous operations
to include: Tet 68 Counteroffensive, LAM SON 68,
QUYET THANG, TOAN THANG and the battle of Loc
Ninh in September 1968. During these missions, the
company was involved in numerous fire fights and
performed many search and destroy and night ambush
missions. After his discharge from the US Army, Rick
went back to college and was awarded a bachelor’s
degree. Initially he worked as a public school teacher in
St. Louis. Due to various circumstances, he was offered
a job with the John Boyle Textile Company spent the
next 32 years there. After starting as a sales intern, he
eventually rose to sales manager for the company and
was responsible for all sales throughout the United
States. He retired from that job in 2014. Rick is an
active member of the Association and regularly attends
the annual reunion. He has been very instrumental in
recruiting numerous former soldiers with whom he
served in Vietnam to join the Association. He is also a
member of the Society of the 1st Infantry Division.

2018 Membership Renewal
Just a reminder that the membership year now runs from 1 January to 1 January and dues are $30.00 per year. Please
take the time now to write a check for $30.00 to the “16th Infantry Regiment Association” and send it to:
Doug Meeks, 1745 Belmonte Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207, H: 904-396-7132
You can renew also renew on line at: http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php
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Montdidier-Noyon Defensive, Cantigny, 27 April-7 July 1918
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Montdidier-Noyon Defensive, Cantigny, 27 April-7 July 1918
On 20 April 1918, the 1st Division was attached to the French VI Corps and ordered to relieve elements
of the French 45th and 162nd Divisions in the Cantigny sector. The 1st Infantry Brigade performed the
relief. The 16th Infantry was assigned the sector from Bois Celestin to the Bois de Cantigny which
included the Belle Assises Farm. The farm was located 2 kilometers to the southwest of Cantigny. Most
of the regiment’s line was located on a forward slope that extended east through an open wheat field.
When the 16th assumed control of the trenches in this sector, the positions were little more than
ditches quickly scraped in the soil by desperate poilus attempting to blunt the German offensive. The
regiment’s CP was established at Broyes and assumed control of the sector at 10:00 a.m. on 27 April.
The 16th Infantry deployed two battalions forward, and one was held in reserve to the rear. Distributed
throughout the sector were teams from the 1st and 2d Machine Gun Battalions and elements of the 1st
Engineers. The engineers were especially welcome as the infantrymen struggled to improve their
defensive positions and prepare a main line of resistance to the rear. It was a relief to get out and work
at night and there was plenty to do. The road from the farm to Broyes was under full observation and
direct fire of the enemy. One night four infantry companies and two companies of engineers were told
to dig a communications trench between the two locations. By the next morning the trench stretched
back for a kilometer and a half almost to Broyes. The day-to-day existence of the men was nearly
unbearable. Rations had to be wheeled forward on two-wheeled carts behind the main line. From there,
chow was carried forward into the trenches in mermite cans, but by the time it arrived, the meals were
cold. Water was in short supply. Often, men had to make one canteen last two days. Artillery fell upon
the positions so frequently that it seemed to be a constant rain of metal and inflicted numerous
casualties. But the most distressing problem was the inability to evacuate the wounded until nighttime.
The torture of watching and listening to the suffering and moans of the injured soldiers, as they lay in
the heat or rain, made life particularly horrid. The conditions forward of the Belle Assise Farm were
such that many who suffered through this period referred to the Montdidier defensive “as a fiercer
strain upon their nerves than even Soissons or the Argonne.” Finally, release from the anxiety of Belle
Assise came on the night of 14-15 May, when the regiments of the 2nd Brigade relieved the 16th
Infantry of its sector. The regiment, less 1st Battalion, was moved to rest positions in and around
Froissy about twenty-five kilometers west of Cantigny, while the 1st Battalion was kept in division
reserve around Chepoix. The rest was well-deserved and well-needed, but it was only a matter of time
before the regiment was back in the fight. Soon the regiment relieved the battered 28th Infantry of their
hard-won positions east of Cantigny on the nights of 30 and 31 May. Two days later, the 3rd Battalion
was ordered to straighten out its portion of the line. The directive to the battalion commander was,
“Don’t bring on a fight: don’t have casualties, but straighten out the line.” Two enterprising lieutenants
fulfilled the order by leading their units forward shellhole by shellhole for 100 yards during the night of
1 June and dug in. The following two nights, the process was repeated so that by dawn of 4 June, the
line had been advanced 300 yards, “right under the very noses of the Boche,” and without a single
casualty. In anticipation of the next big push by the Germans, the 1st Division reorganized its lines on 6
June to integrate all its regiments into the sector and defeat the expected attack. The 16th Infantry,
therefore, shifted slightly north to assume control of the Coullemelle sector on 9 June while the 28th
Infantry reassumed the Cantigny sector. The new line was formidable, with two battalions up and one
back throughout the 1st Division zone. Patrolling was increased, and battalions were rotated on a
regular basis. But the effect of the constant artillery on the infantry was still nerve racking. The men of
the 16th Infantry did not just lay there and take this abuse, however. When opportunities appeared to
strike back, they acted. On the evening of the Fourth of July, a patrol from Company L, led personally
by Captain H. S. Young, formed for a raid to celebrate Independence Day. After crossing “no man’s
land,” the patrol discovered a German raiding party just assembling for their own operation, apparently
intent on spoiling our national holiday. Quickly springing into action, the doughboys attacked,
scattering the Germans and capturing three prisoners including the unit officer, “from whom they
gained valuable information.” For their bravery that night, Young and his men were cited by the
division commander in general orders. On the night of 7 July, the poilus of the 152nd Division relieved
the 16th Infantry of their sector, and the regiment moved to a rest area west of Froissy . The fighting
around Cantigny was at an end for the 1st Division, but the division’s greatest test up to that point in
the war was soon to begin — the Battle of Soissons.
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Operation MASTIFF, 21-27 February 1966

In an effort to disrupt VC infiltration routes between War Zone C to D, the III Corps initiated Operation MASTIFF on 21 February
1966. The 1st Division mission was to conduct offensive operations with the 2nd and 3rd Brigades along the south side of the Saigon
River northwest of Ben Suc village, a notorious VC support base. The 2nd Brigade was assigned the western sector of the division
AO, and the 3rd Brigade was given the eastern sector. Both brigades had missions to conduct S&D operations using a blocking
battalion and two sweep battalions. The 2nd Brigade was to air assault into two LZs, ANN and BETTY, along the LD, phase line
TERRIER. The 1-18 IN had the mission to land in BETTY and to move to set up the western blocking position (STEEL). The other
two battalions, 2-16 and 2-18, were to sweep through AO COCKER, then turn 90 degrees to sweep through AO BULLDOG to the
Saigon River (phase line POODLE). Brodbeck’s 3rd Brigade was to perform an almost mirror image operation but without the difficult
90 degree turn. The 1-4 CAV was to set up blocking position PAUL in the east. The 1-16 and 2-2 IN would insert into two LZs along
phase line SHEPHERD, then sweep through AO COLLIE to the river. Thus, the 1st Division would form a box around the area known
as the Boi Loi Woods, with the river forming a closed lid. The 2-16 IN airlifted into LZ ANN at 0900 on 21 February and began
movement to the east. The 2-18 IN paralleled 2-16 in AO COCKER, while the 1-18 IN occupied blocking position STEEL. All day,
resistance was light all the way to PL GREYHOUND. The following day was similar, except that the battalion overran and destroyed
a VC hospital complex. On 23 February, the battalion reached the Saigon River and was detailed by 2nd Brigade to evacuate tons of
rice located during the two previous days. On 25 February, the battalion was airlifted back to Bearcat. The 1-16 IN operations were
not unlike that of 2-16, but with slightly more excitement. About 0900 on 21 February, A and B Companies landed in LZ HAL. Just
prior to the arrival of C Company, six 82-mm mortar rounds landed among the troops of A Company, but there were no casualties.
Pushing north, within minutes B Company was engaged by sporadic fire. After killing one VC and wounding another, the battalion
pushed on to occupy blocking position BILL about 1100. The following morning, 1-16 began its S&D sweep northward. Moving
through dense, tangled brush, the Rangers made slow progress against light resistance. The battalion discovered several rice and
ammunition caches but little contact with the enemy. At 1340, VC soldiers command-detonated a claymore-style mine against C
Company, killing four men and wounding four others. Two hours later, A Company discovered a regimental headquarters along with
9,000 rounds of ammunition and other supplies. Company C uncovered extensive trench and tunnel systems and Company B
discovered a battalion base camp nearby. The following day was spent in a blocking position waiting for 2-18 IN to come up on the
left in AO BULLDOG. After sitting in position all day the battalion returned to its previous night defensive position. On 24 February, A
Company bumped into a dug-in VC force and conducted a running fight back to a VC base. At the end of the day, the company lost 8
men, but inflicted 8 KIA and 11 WIA on their opponents and destroyed their camp. Over the next three days, the 1-16 IN made no
further contact with enemy troops, though it did uncover more small arms ammunition and supply caches. On 27 February, the
battalion was airlifted back to Lai Khe.
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Society of the 1st Infantry Division Reunion, 1-5 August 2018

The outstanding 1st Infantry Division Museum is located right next door in Wheaton, IL.
The 2018 reunion of the Society of the 1st Infantry Division (SFID) will take place 1-5 August at the Westin
Lombard Hotel located at 70 Yorktown Center, Lombard, IL, just west of Chicago. Check-in will be at 4:00 pm
and checkout 11:00 am. As usual, you can stay 3 days before and after the reunion at the Society rate. The
hotel is located at 70 Yorktown Center, Lombard, IL 60148. The phone number is 630-719-8000. Self-parking
at the hotel is complimentary. The cutoff date for hotel room reservations is 29 June. Please try to get your
registration form to the Society well before that date. If you cancel by May 15, 2015 you will receive a full
refund. After that date there are no refunds. After 29 June hotel rooms will be based on space and rate
availability and you will have to contact the reservation desk at the hotel directly at 1-630-719-8000.
Register online at: http://www.1stid.org/reunionregistration2015.php
Wednesday, 1 August
9-12am-1-5pm Registration/QM Store hours
9-12am-1-5pm First Division Museum Open
1pm-4:30pm
Morton Arboretum Tour
1:30 pm
Unit Reps Meeting (Boardroom-Lobby Level)

Saturday, 4 August
9:00am
Division Memorial Service
10:00 am
General Business Meeting
10-12am-1-3pm Registration/QM Store hour
10-12am-1-3pm First Division Museum Open
11:00-3:30 pm Architectural River Cruise
6:00pm
Presentations in the 16 IN CP
7:00pm
99th Annual Reunion Banquet
9:00 pm-u/c
Annual Auction & Raffle

Thursday, 2 August
9-12am-1-5pm Registration/QM Store hours
7:00am
Golf-Meet in Lobby
9-12am-1-5pm First Division Museum Open
9:00am-4:00pm First Division Museum Tours
9:30 am-3:30 pm Prohibition and 1920’s Tour
1:00 pm
Executive Director meeting 16th IN CP
7:00-10:00pm Welcome Party

Friday, 3 August
7:30am-8:30am
8:45am
9-12am-1-5pm
9-12am-1-5pm
9am-4:00pm
9:30am – 5pm
2:00 pm
4pm-6pm

Conflict Breakfast
Annual Assn Meeting in CP
Registration/QM Store hours
First Division Museum Open
First Division Museum Tours
Arlington Race Way
SFID Board Meeting (Lilac-Lobby Level)
Cocktail Reception
Westin Lombard Yorktown Center Hotel, Lombard, IL
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Vietnam Memorial Wall Facts
There are at least 58,267 names now listed on that polished black wall. The names are arranged in the order in which they
were taken from us by date and within each date the names are in alphabetical order. It is hard to believe 61 years have past
since the first casualty. The first known casualty was Richard B. Fitzgibbon, of North Weymouth, Mass. Listed by the U.S.
Department of Defense as having been killed on June 8, 1956. His name is listed on the Wall with that of his son, Marine Corps
Lance Cpl. Richard B. Fitzgibbon III, who was killed on Sept. 7, 1965. There are three sets of fathers and sons on the Wall. Of
the men and women whose names are listed on the on the Wall 39,996 were just 22 or younger; 8,283 were just 19 years old.
The largest age group, 33,103 were 18 years old; 12 were 17 years old; 5 were 16 years old; one soldier, PFC Dan Bullock, was
15 years old. 997 soldiers were killed on their first day in Vietnam. 1,448 soldiers were killed on their last day in Vietnam. 31
sets of brothers are on the Wall. Thirty-one sets of parents lost two of their sons. 54 soldiers attended Thomas Edison High
School in Philadelphia. 8 female nurses are on the Wall. Of the 244 servicemen awarded the Medal of Honor during the
Vietnam War, 153 of their names are on the Wall. Beallsville, Ohio, with a population of 475 lost 6 of her sons. West Virginia
had the highest casualty rate per capita in the nation. There are 711 West Virginians on the Wall. The Marines of Morenci,
Arizona. They led some of the scrappiest high school football and basketball teams in that the little Arizona copper town (pop.
5,058). They enjoyed roaring beer busts. In quieter moments, they rode horses along the Coronado Trail, and stalked deer in
the Apache National Forest. And in the patriotic camaraderie typical of Morenci's mining families, the nine graduates of
Morenci High enlisted as a group in the Marine Corps. Their service began on Independence Day, 1966. Only 3 returned home.
The Buddies of Midvale - LeRoy Tafoya, Jimmy Martinez, Tom Gonzales were all boyhood friends and lived on three
consecutive streets in Midvale, Utah on Fifth, Sixth and Seventh avenues. They lived only a few yards apart. They played ball at
the adjacent sandlot ball field. And they all went to Vietnam. In a span of 16 dark days in late 1967, all three would be killed.
LeRoy was killed on Wednesday, Nov. 22, the fourth anniversary of John F. Kennedy's assassination. Jimmy died less than 24
hours later on Thanksgiving Day. Tom was shot dead assaulting the enemy on 7 Dec., Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. The
most casualty deaths for a single day was on January 31, 1968 ~ 245 deaths. The most casualty deaths for a single month was
May 1968 when 2,415 casualties were incurred. For most Americans who read this they will only see the numbers generated
by the Vietnam War. To those of our members who survived the war, and to the families of those who did not, they see the
faces, and feel the pain that these numbers reflect. They are, until they too pass away, haunted by the numbers in some way,
because those who were lost were their friends, fathers, husbands, wives, sons, and daughters. They also remind us all that
FREEDOM IS NOT FREE.

Association Quartermaster Needed.

Wounded Ranger Program

For those of us who have watched and worked with him
over the years, it is clear that Phil Hall has been doing a
superb job as the Association Quartermaster for over a
decade. He has given is all to the job, well above the call of
duty. But as with all Association positions, there comes a
time when others need to step up to the plate and take
their turn supporting the team effort. With Phil’s support,
the Governing Board is now soliciting for a new
Quartermaster to take the load off Phil’s (and Barb’s)
shoulders. The job basically entails the development and
acquisition of new 16th Infantry products that are popular
with our membership. The Quartermaster also receives
orders, ships out the products, maintains the inventory,
and processes the checks and money orders through the
Treasurer. He must also set up and operate the
Quartermaster table at the reunion. The Quartermaster is
a vital element of the well-being of the Association. It is
partially through his efforts that we make enough money
each year to support the great programs that we operate
for the betterment of the 16th Infantry such as the funds
to support our active duty soldiers, the Memorials
Program, the general fund, and others. If you think you
would like to take on this position, please contact
President Steve Clay. His contact information can be
located on page 2 of the Dagwood Dispatches.

As you know, the Association tries to bring former Rangers
who have been wounded in combat to the annual reunion.
This program presents an excellent opportunity for these
men to reconnect with unit comrades and other fellow
solders in a way that they do not get back home. For
many, the experience is therapeutic and helps with their
recovery process. If you are aware of any former wounded
16th Infantryman who might meet the criteria as a
Wounded Ranger, please let us know. The basic criteria are
that the wound(s) sustained at a minimum must have
resulted in one of the following:

Dagwood Dispatches

•
•
•

Traumatic Brain Injury.
Loss of at least one limb which includes an entire hand
or foot.
Loss of an eye or complete loss of hearing.

For information on this program please see the Association website page at:
http://www.16thinfassn.org/activities/wounded-rangerprogram/
Or contact Bob Hahn at:
robert.hahn@clovispointsolutions.com
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The High Bridge World War I Memorial

The memorial base at its current location. The Doughboy statue before renovation.

The original plaque.

Restoration of the statue included the replacement of the M-1903
Springfield rifle and repairs to the helmet and other parts of the figure.
The village of High Bridge, New York (a suburb of Bronx, New York) is in the process of restoring a memorial to
those soldiers from the neighborhood who were killed in action in World War I. The monument was placed in a
location near the High Bridge over the Hudson River. Over the years, due to its increasingly isolated position, the
bronze statue has deteriorated. The original plaque was stolen by thugs some years ago probably for the price of the
metal from which it was made. The local government and volunteer groups have committed to refurbishing the base
and statue and replacing the plaque. The Bronx city council and the New York Yankees baseball team have agreed
to allow the monument to be moved to a much more visible and appropriate location next to Yankee Stadium. The rededication of the memorial will take place later this year as part of the United States World War I Centennial
Commission’s series of 100th Anniversary celebration events. One of the men listed on the plaque is 2nd Lt. James
C. Andes, H Company, 16th Infantry, who was killed in action at the Battle of Soisson, 19 July 1918. He was awarded
the Distinguished Service Cross for his actions that day. His citation reads:
The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918, takes pride in presenting
the Distinguished Service Cross Posthumously to Second Lieutenant Infantry James Cowan Andes, United States
Army, for extraordinary heroism in action while serving with 16th Infantry Regiment, 1st Division, A.E.F., near
Soissons, France, 19 July 1918. Second Lieutenant Andes fearlessly led his platoon in the face of heavy machinegun fire to a cave in which several hundred Germans had taken shelter. Rather than subject any of his men to
extreme danger, he entered the cave alone and demanded the surrender of the enemy and was killed as a result of
this heroic act.
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Regimental Vehicle Markings – I Need Your Help!
.

“Black Maltese” cross used by the 5th Battalion in the 1980s.
As the Regimental Historian, I am embarking on an effort to catalog the various vehicle markings used by units of the
16th Infantry over the years. The image above, for example, shows the “Black Maltese” cross used by the 5th
Battalion in the 1980s. I have a few other markings that I have collected over the years, but I am certain there are
more. If you recall how any 16th Infantry vehicles were marked during your service with the Regiment, please send
me photos of the vehicles so that I can get them reproduced similar to the one above. Then, I will share them in
upcoming issues of the Dagwood Dispatches. In particular, I need images of markings from: 1965 and before; Desert
Storm; and from the 1st and 4th Battalions when they were in Germany in the 1970s and 80s. Send to:
steven.clay@16thinfassn.org

Membership Application
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _________ Zip: ________________________
Telephone: _________________________________ E-Mail: ______________________________________
Unit (Co., Bn.): ______________________________ Dates of Service w/Regiment: __________________
Spouse’s Name: _____________________________ Highest Rank while with the Regiment: __________
If a new member, recruited by whom? ________________________________________________________
Dues: ________________________
Donation: _____________________
Total Enclosed: $_______________
Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $30.00 per year
payable on 1 January of each year. The dues year runs from 1 January–31 December. If a new member joins the
Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they join prior to 1
September, they are credited with the current year’s dues only. We established this practice because we do not
have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual
basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on
your check and the form.
Please send applications and money to:

Doug Meeks
1745 Belmonte Avenue
Jacksonville, Fl 32207
(904) 396-7132
swamp1sg@aol.com
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16th Infantry Regiment Association
307 North Broadway
Leavenworth, KS 66048
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